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NORFOLK ISLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS – JUNE 2019 DISCUSSION PAPER FROM 
DEPARTMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE, TRANSPORT, CITIES AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
(THE DEPARTMENT) 

“I spoke on radio this week and the week before about the Discussion Paper produced by 
the Department advising the community about legislative changes being proposed by the 
Commonwealth in respect of Norfolk Island Regional Council Elections” Mayor Adams said. 
“Again, I really encourage people to obtain a copy of the paper either on the Department’s 
website or from the Office of the Administrator.  Issues discussed in the paper include: 
 

• whether political parties and groups can register for NIRC elections 
• which organisations cannot make political donations 
• rules about lobbying local government officials 
• when NIRC elections and by-elections are held 
• who can vote in NIRC elections 
• who can hold civic office on the NIRC 
• offences relating to NIRC elections and how they are enforced 

 
“The deadline for making a submission is currently 26 July.  However, following valuable 
informal discussion with all my Council colleagues I am intending to move a motion at the 
Council meeting next week along the following lines” the Mayor said: 
 
‘That the Mayor request the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional 
Development to extend the current consultation period by 28 days to enable further 
discussion and legal advice to be taken by Council on the implications of the changes being 
proposed; in particular proposals 5, 6, 7 and 9.’  
 
“Quoting from the discussion paper proposals 5, 6, 7 and 9 read: 
 
‘Proposal number 5 
Extend the time by which an ordinary election may be delayed from 28 days to 6 months. 
 
‘Proposal number 6  
Allow up to 3 months to hold a by-election or countback election, with an option for the 
Minister to extend the time by up to a further 3 months (6 months in total). 
 
‘Proposal number 7 
Only allow a person to vote in NIRC elections if they are a resident, owner of rateable land, 
occupier or rate paying lessee of rateable land in Norfolk Island, are eligible to vote in a 
Commonwealth House of Representatives election and are not serving a relevant sentence 
of imprisonment. Remove the references to eligibility to vote in a NSW Legislative Assembly 
election. 
 
 
‘Proposal number 9 
NSW residents who are registered early postal voters under the Electoral Act 2017 (NSW) 
and voters registered for general postal voting at Commonwealth elections will also need to 
register as postal voters in order to vote by post at NIRC elections.’.” 
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 ‘We acknowledge the Norfolk Island People, the traditional custodians of this land’ 
 

Cr Robin Adams JP 
Mayor 
10 July 2019 
 


