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MEDIA 
RELEASE 

ARGENTINE ANT PROGRAM UPDATE 
In recent months, Norfolk Island Regional Council staff and contractors have been working 
under the guidance of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 
(CSIRO) and conducting targeted baiting in Argentine ant infested areas using motorised 
blowers. 

A drone was used in June to gather elevation/height data over two Argentine ant zones on 
the Island in preparation for the arrival of the larger Yamaha Frazer Drone in August.  The 
Frazer Drone will again be used to deliver ant bait from the air in targeted steep and heavily 
vegetated areas between August and October.  The use of the Frazer Drone will significantly 
increase the area that can be baited and is an important step towards eradication of 
Argentine ants on Norfolk Island. 

Norfolk Island Regional Council will provide regular updates to the community in the lead 
up to and during aerial baiting with the Yamaha Frazer Drone.  No aerial video footage or 
photography will be taken as part of the drone work through the Argentine Ant Eradication 
Program. 

The CSIRO is confident that the eradication of the Argentine ant from Norfolk Island is 
achievable if we work across the Island using a strategic and targeted approach.  Norfolk 
Island Regional Council will continue to implement the Argentine Ant Eradication Program 
in 2019-20 according to the CSIRO Argentine Ant Eradication Strategy 2018-2023. 

 
Argentine Ants 

Argentine ants are 2-3mm long and a uniform honey brown colour. The behaviour of 
Argentine ants is their most distinguishing characteristic – they swarm up to the surface 
once disturbed and form strong foraging trails.  They are often found running along fence 
lines in search of food sources.  

When crushed, Argentine ants do not have the strong ‘ant smell’ that is associated with 
many other ant species.  

The Argentine ant is a dominant and aggressive competitor and has caused localised 
extinctions of native ants in other regions of the world.  Where Argentine ant colonies are 
present on Norfolk Island the diversity and abundance of native ant species is reduced, and 
this can significantly alter natural processes such as pollination and seed dispersal of native 
plant species. 

Because of their aggressive nature and need for protein-based food sources, Argentine ants 
pose a threat to the majority of the fauna on Norfolk Island.  At particular risk are ground-
nesting sea birds and endemic endangered species such as the Norfolk Island Green Parrot, 
Norfolk Island Scarlet Robin and Slender-billed White-eye.  
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Argentine ants also “farm” and protect bugs such as aphids for the honeydew that these 
bugs secrete.  As a result the number of these sap-sucking bugs in Argentine ant infested 
areas can increase dramatically, and the bugs can destroy or significantly reduce the yield 
of horticultural crops, especially citrus. 

The Argentine ant is also a significant household pest – it enters homes in large numbers in 
the search of food and can establish nests in walls and other cavities within homes and 
other premises, including tourist accommodation.    
 

 
 
How can you help? 

The Argentine Ant Eradication Team recently had a report of an Argentine ant nest in the 
engine bay of a vehicle that had been sitting at a property within an Argentine ant zone for 
two days.  Luckily the nest was eradicated before it could form another infestation.  If you 
live within a known Argentine ant zone and your vehicle has not been driven for two days 
or more please check under your bonnet and other possible areas where the ants could 
hide before leaving your property.     

If you live or work within an infested area, please ensure you do not remove any green 
waste, machinery or other materials that could potentially spread the ants from that area 
until it has been thoroughly inspected by the Argentine Ant Eradication Team.   

If you have noticed ants that you think might be Argentine ants (or if you require more 
information about Argentine ants) please make contact with the Argentine Ant Eradication 
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Team via Customer Care.  The Team can arrange to collect samples and identify ants under 
a microscope, and if you do have an infestation treatment options will be discussed with 
you. 
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