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RELEASE 

STRAYING CATTLE 

Norfolk Island’s smart cattle are at it again! 

With the lure of sweet wetls – grass and tasty garden plants – some have worked out how to walk 
or slide across the cattle grids; others will access properties through broken fences. It doesn’t take 
much for them to find a chink and push through.  

Whether cattle are straying into town, or onto properties elsewhere, this is a timely reminder that 
it is each property owner’s legal responsibility to ensure they have adequate fencing in place to 
prevent the entry or the exit of cattle. Section 9 of the Fencing Act 1913 quaintly states ‘No action 
for trespass on land by quiet cattle and horses shall lie unless the land is protected by a fence …’ 

Cattle owners who have Pasturage and Enclosure rights issued in respect of cattle grazing in public 
areas are reminded that they must ensure their cattle are properly controlled and do not stray into 
any enclosed areas, including the public and private areas in Burnt Pine enclosed by the cattle grids. 
If you are a cattle owner, you should obtain your own professional legal advice on your legal 
obligations regarding cattle in Norfolk Island. (e.g. Fencing Act 1913, Pasturage and Enclosure act 
1949, Pounds Act 1934, Summary Offences Act 2005). 

The Council accepts no legal liability of any kind whatsoever for any kinds of losses, damage, injuries 
or deaths occurring in a way, at any time, as a result of any cattle entering the Burnt Pine town area 
or entering any private properties (including those properties within the Burnt Pine area). 

Anyone who notices cattle straying on their property or within the Burnt Pine town area should 
phone the relevant person for the cattle (the Pasturage Contacts register is available on the 
Council’s website www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/services/stock-and-pasturage. If you are unable to 
contact the cattle owner or agent then contact one of the four designated people on the Pasturage 
Contacts register. 

Full details of what to do can be found on Council’s website, here: www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/how-
deal-stray-cow. 
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