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CHANGES BEING PROPOSED TO NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATION 

‘On the radio this week I spoke about proposed legislative changes that are under consideration starting with 
amendments to the Norfolk Island Land Valuation Act 2012, and I quote from the consultation paper on the 
website of the Department of Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities (the Department),’ Mayor 
Adams said. 

LAND VALUATION ACT 

‘The Land Valuation Act 2012 (NI) (the Act) provides for the valuation of land on Norfolk Island. It also 
provides for the appointment of the Norfolk Island Valuer-General and sets out the methodology for 
valuation. 

‘The Norfolk Island Registrar of Titles (the Registrar) and the Valuer-General have identified changes they 
consider would improve the operation of the Act. These include removing the need for an “objection 
conference” to be held when an owner objects to a valuation, as well as fixing some anomalies and errors in 
the text. The Department of Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities has worked with the Registrar 
and the Valuer-General to identify a number of changes. 

‘The main change being proposed is removal of the requirement, under the Act, for an “objection 
conference” to be held when a valuation is in dispute. 

‘Currently land owners may lodge an objection with the Valuer-General if they disagree with their valuation. 
The Valuer-General will consider the objection and advise the owners of the outcome. If the owner does not 
agree with the Valuer-General’s decision about the objection, the Act requires an “objection conference” to 
be held before the matter can be taken to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT). 

‘The AAT’s standard practice is to refer all matters to a conference in an attempt to resolve or limit the issues 
in dispute before they are heard by the Tribunal. If a matter remains unresolved after the first conference, 
other forms of dispute resolution, such as mediation and conciliation, may be used. 

‘It is proposed to remove the requirement for an objection conference prior to this, under the Act, because 
it duplicates the AAT’s conference requirements and may cause unnecessary delay in resolving the dispute. 

‘It has been suggested that the Act should be amended to allow objections to be heard by the Norfolk Island 
Administrative Review Tribunal, instead of the AAT. This will be considered as part of a broader piece of work 
that will look at the arrangements for review of decisions under Norfolk Island laws, including the nature and 
function of tribunals.’ 

How can you make a comment? 

The Department has invited comments on the changes proposed in their paper by Sunday 2 June 2019. You 
can make comments in writing to NI_Legislation@infrastructure.gov.au. To access the full consultation 
paper go to the Department’s website at www.infrastructure.gov.au/ni-legislation. 

OTHER LEGISLATIVE CHANGES BEING PROPOSED TO STRENGTHEN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM 

‘Extensive consultation about proposed changes to evidence, forensic procedures, and sexual offence laws 
was carried out on Norfolk Island in 2018, facilitated by Justice Anthony Whealy with the community being 
kept informed of changes as they have been made. Other legislative changes being proposed relate to court 
process and sentencing,’ Mayor Adams said. 
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In brief, the proposed changes relate to the following: 

• prosecution right of appeal 

• bail amendments 

• forensic procedures 

• ordering mental health assessments 

• publication of judgments in sexual offence matters 

• serious drug offences. 

How can you have your say? 

Again, the Department has invited comments on the changes proposed in their paper by Sunday 2 June 2019. 
You can make comments in writing to NI_Legislation@infrastructure.gov.au. To access the full consultation 
paper go to the Department’s website at www.infrastructure.gov.au/ni-legislation. 

 

‘We acknowledge the Norfolk Island People, the traditional custodians of this island’ 

 

Cr Robin Adams JP 

MAYOR 
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