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INTERESTING ITEMS FROM THE COLLECTION 

‘I discovered a great quantity of plantane (banana) trees, which grow close to the stream 
of fresh water, which runs through the valley.’ 

This is the first recording by Philip Gidley King in 1788 of the interactions between Europeans and 
the remains of the previous Polynesian Settlement which had been located on Norfolk Island 
between 800AD and 1450AD. King and the other settlers also found the remains of a canoe, a fresh 
coconut, a small carved piece of wood and some stone hatchets. 

A growing interest in the prehistory of Norfolk Island enabled detailed archaeological studies to 
occur in 1976, then again in 1995 and 1999. The later studies carried out fieldwork in Cemetery, 
Slaughter, Emily, Bumbora, Anson and Ball Bays, as well as on Phillip and Nepean Islands, under the 
direction of Professor Atholl Anderson of the Department of Archaeology and Natural History from 
the Australian National University. 

A permanent exhibition of Polynesian Settlement 
artefacts is on display at the Commissariat Store. One of 
the more unusual items on show are the remains of 
middens, which were found during the 1990s 
archaeology projects. 

These middens were the Polynesians’ refuse dumps and 
contained remains of their meals, such as: 

• sea and snail shells  
• animal bones 
• fish bones and scales  
• egg shells  
• pieces of sea urchins.   

These middens are incredibly significant as they provide 
an insight into the everyday lives of those people living 
here during the Polynesian Settlement, including their 
food sources and methods of preparing and cooking food.  

To learn more about these items and to view other 
artefacts from the Polynesian Settlement, visit the 
Commissariat Store Museum – open Monday to Saturday 
11am-3pm. 
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