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DRAFT OPERATIONAL PLAN 2019–2020 – COMMUNITY DISCUSSION 

‘I was pleased to be able to welcome the small group of interested community members who attended the 
public meeting on Tuesday evening when Council’s General Manager Ms Lotta Jackson and Chief Financial 
Officer Mr Philip Wilson presented the draft Operational Plan for 2019–2020 (the Operational Plan) that is 
out on public exhibition for 28 days to allow members of the community to make submissions,’ Mayor Adams 
said. 

‘The Plan – the fourth developed for the Norfolk Island Regional Council since it commenced on 1 July 2016 
– contains the activities to be carried out during 2019–2020, namely, the revenue policy, the rating structure, 
fees and charges and the annual budget.’ 

‘Searching questions were asked by attendees who were encouraged to make submissions on the areas of 
concern they raised at the meeting.  

‘It is encouraging to receive a submission the morning after the meeting and I certainly hope we will receive 
more before close of business on Thursday 16 May 2019. 

‘In response to a question at the meeting on population growth and environmental sustainability, I thought 
it might be helpful to again quote from the motion of Council last year, which has resulted in funds being 
made available by the Commonwealth for the University of Newcastle to undertake the following scientific 
work, which in turn will provide the background evidence for the discussion of long-term population targets: 

a. Assessment of the land-use capability of the Island examining land forms, their environmental 
suitability and the extent that existing use is consistent with environmental sustainability; 

b. Assessment of hydrology, examining the Island’s surface and groundwater resources and the 
existing use and sustainability; 

c. Assessment of the Island’s ecosystem and biodiversity and the requirements for ecological 
sustainability; 

d. Assessment of technologies and systems that have applicability on Norfolk Island that could be 
considered to redress existing unsustainable practices in land use, hydrology or biodiversity 
management. 

‘The data obtained from the scientific studies will assist Council in its discussion with community on the long-
term population target and the economic and social expectations of the community, along with the review 
of the Norfolk Island Plan 2002, which Council addressed at its February 2019 meeting,’ the Mayor said. 

NORFOLK ISLAND WIIK FE YANG SALAN AND THE KAUNSEL FE YANG SALAN 

‘This week our young salan – the future generation of Norfolk Island – were profiled as part of the first Norfolk 
Island Wiik fe Yang Salan. An official ceremony at the Norfolk Island Central School on the first day of term 2 
got the week underway, with all students and teachers participating in an afternoon of cultural activities,’ 
Mayor Adams said. 

‘At the opening ceremony I spoke of the ten-year Community Strategic Plan – ‘Our Plan for the Future’ – 
adopted by Council in 2016, which has as one of its goals the fostering of active, healthy, informed and 
empowered youth. Thank you to all who supported the coordination and delivery of activities as part of this 
inaugural event – in particular, the Norfolk Island Central School, NI Connect, Council, the volunteers and in 
particular Jonathon Evans of Strength4Life, who brings clarity through his work how our youth can link the 
many cultural elements of growing up on Norfolk to build strong skills and knowledge for life,’ the Mayor 
said. 

‘As part of the Wiik fe Yang Salan, the first meeting of the Norfolk Island Youth Council (Kaunsl fe Yang Salan) 
was held on Sunday 5 May in the Council Chamber. The Youth Council members are known as Councillors of 
the Youth Council. Congratulations to Mikaela Christian-Reynolds for being elected Mayor of the first Youth 
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Council. Mikaela’s passion for Norfolk Island’s heritage and culture, together with her interpersonal and 
communication skills, will be a great asset to the Youth Council and provide good leadership.’ Mayor Adams 
said. 

‘As the elected Youth Council Mayor, Mikaela will chair the next official meeting in June and lead the process 
of electing the Youth Council Deputy Mayor.’ 

 ‘We acknowledge the Norfolk Island People, the traditional custodians of this island’ 

 

Cr Robin Adams JP 

MAYOR 

 


