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MEDIA 
RELEASE 

FIRE SAFETY – VEGETATION PILE BURNING 

The following information includes excerpts from several ‘codes of practice’ enforced in 
communities throughout other states and territories through their Fire Acts and Legislation, which 
I would like you to consider.  

Should our statistics increase in the Fire Safety arena, it would not be long before 
recommendations are either made or requested for a similar type of governance, solely for the 
protection of the community members’ health and well-being and of infrastructures. 

• Vegetation piles for burning must only be comprised of vegetation from the locality, not 
household or building material such as plastics, wooden pallets or cardboard boxes, treated 
timber or tyres. 

• All materials to be burn should be dead and completely dry. No green material should be 
burnt. 

• All vegetation piles to be burnt should have a cleared break of at least 4 metres from any other 
flammable material, including grass, logs and tree stumps. Greater distances may be required if 
the piles are larger. 

• Construct long and wide vegetation piles rather than excessively high piles. Vegetation piles 
that are too big produce too much heat. A good size vegetation pile is 0.5 metres high and 2 
metres wide or long, maximum height should not exceed 1.5 metres. 

• Large logs (over 150 mm in diameter) should not be added to vegetation piles as these may 
take longer to burn and can smoulder for a long period or may be difficult to fully extinguish. If 
you are planning to burn logs more than 150 mm in diameter you must consider the amount of 
time it will take to fully burn them and you will need to ensure they are safe during hot windy 
weather. 

• Vegetation piles should be located well away from assets, including buildings, vehicles and 
fences on your and your neighbour’s property, as the radiant heat produced from the burn 
may cause damage. 

• Locate vegetation piles in the open and away from overhanging branches that might ignite. All 
vegetation piles should be located on flat ground and in an area with easy access for any fire 
appliances, should they be required to attend. 

• Locate vegetation piles at least 10 metres away from overhanging power lines or telephone 
cables. 

• If practical, place the vegetation pile in an area where it will get direct sunlight. This will allow 
the pile to dry out prior to burning and emit less smoke while burning. 

• Review the forecasted weather conditions for both the day of the burn and the following few 
days and if there is a possibility that there will be high temperatures or high winds on any of 
these days consider postponing your burn to a more favourable period. 

• Be aware of the forecasted wind directions and ensure that any smoke produced does not 
impact upon other people or roads. 

Please be considerate of your neighbours and surrounding community as we wish the process to 
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remain amicable. 

REMEMBER STAY SAFE AND KEEP CHILDREN WELL CLEAR OF ANY FIRE. 

Gerri Downie 

TEAM LEADER FIRE SERVICE 

8 March 2019 
 


