
MAYOR’S UPDATE 
KEEPING THE COMMUNITY INFORMED 

 

REQUEST FOR URGENT MINISTERIAL INTERVENTION FOR THE 

AIRPORT PAVEMENT REPAIR PROJECT 
‘After many hours of deliberation “in camera” and after meeting with the community at Rawson Hall, 
Councillors passed the following resolution (2019/29) on Friday 22 February 2019,’ Mayor Adams 
said. The resolution reads as follows: 

 
That  

1. Council, the Elected Members, supports the Airport Pavement Repair and Reconstruction 
Design and Construct (D&C) Project; 

2. Council accepts Boral Resources (QLD) Pty Ltd to be awarded contract SPT171819NIRC as the 
Single Source supplier to Norfolk Island Regional Council for the Airport Pavement Repair and 
Reconstruction D&C Project on condition: 

a) That the option to use local rock is fully explored by Boral; 

b) That Council seeks Ministerial approval to expedite extractive industries at the existing 
Cascade Reserve and Youngs Road quarry site; 

c) If that expedited Ministerial approval cannot be obtained by 31 March 2019 then the 
recommended tender will proceed; 

d) That the scope of work be negotiated to minimise any grant-funding shortfall. 

3. Council contributes any shortfall of funding for the project, over and above the funding 
provided by the Commonwealth of Australia, by way of a loan from the Norfolk Island 
International Airport Government Business Enterprise. 

 

‘As I said in my opening remarks at Rawson Hall, “Councillors have talked with many of you in the 
community in recent months and shared our view that our preference is to use local rock in the 
resealing of the airport. That view has not changed. In fact I believe that no one, including council 
management and staff want to see imported rock used if it can be helped …”’ the Mayor said. 

‘The resolution, unanimously agreed by Councillors, has accepted Boral Resources (Qld) Pty Ltd be 
awarded the contract on certain conditions, including that the option to use local rock is fully 
explored by Boral. This condition endeavours to satisfy the community’s concerns regarding 
biosecurity controls – which Councillors’ share. However, Council of course must also ensure that the 
safety of our airport is assured as it is the life-line to this community. Having inspected the 
deterioration of the runway first hand, Councillors cannot deny that remedial work at the very least 
is urgently required on the airport runway; and that this needs to occur sooner rather than later. 

‘In an effort to get the best outcome from what is a very difficult situation, I have written to Assistant 
Minister Sussan Ley asking her to please use her best endeavours – in consultation with the Minister 
for the Environment – to urgently expedite before 31 March 2019 all approval and exemption 
processes that are currently a barrier to the commencement of extractive industries at the existing 
Cascade Reserve and Youngs Road quarry site,’ the Mayor said. 



MAYOR’S UPDATE 
KEEPING THE COMMUNITY INFORMED 

 

MODERNISING THE SEWERAGE TREATMENT PLANT AND SEWER NETWORK 

‘The following motion was agreed by Council at its February meeting,’ Mayor Adams said.  

‘Council, 

a) Acknowledging that the Norfolk Island Regional Council is responsible for the Water 
Assurance system, including the sewer network, the pump stations, and the waste water 
treatment plant; and that the infrastructure when acquired was in poor condition and 
now requires immediate upgrading; 

b) Noting with concern that waste water from the waste water treatment plant continues to 
be exported off Headstone at the rate of between 70,000 and 200,000 litres per day, a 
practice that is unsustainable and environmentally inappropriate; 

c) Having been unsuccessful in its application under Round 2 of the Building Better Regions 
Fund to obtain funding for the Water Quality and Waste Water Management Strategy, for 
major work to be carried out on the sewerage treatment plant, and therefore a lesser 
amount will be used for a study/business case to identify what is urgently required; 

d) Acknowledging that the Commonwealth is a key stakeholder on the Island, and that 
modernising of the sewerage system is therefore a perfect time for the Commonwealth to 
‘collaborate, co-operate and partner’ with Council to undertake this project’,  

Requests the Mayor and the General Manager to write to Assistant Minister Ley as a matter of 
urgency –  

e) Advising that Council is developing a business case for commissioning and constructing a 
new waste water system with options for beneficial reuse; 

f) requesting a commitment from the Commonwealth to agree to fund, as a matter of 
urgency, a 10-year interest free loan or grant for this project; and 

noting that Parks Australia have indicated that the current disposal of poorly treated effluent into the 
ocean off Norfolk Island is not consistent with the plans of management for a Marine Park,  

g) Asks the Commonwealth to partner in meeting the requirement contained in the 
Temperate East Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan that came 
into effect in 2018, which meant that the waters surrounding Norfolk Island became a 
Commonwealth Marine Park managed by Parks Australia. 

‘We acknowledge the Norfolk Island People, the traditional custodians of this island’ 

Cr Robin Adams JP 

MAYOR 


