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MEDIA 
RELEASE 

INTERESTING ITEMS FROM THE COLLECTION 
This week’s interesting items are photographs from the Norfolk Island Museum Trust collection 
showing the laying of the first corner stone of the former church, which stood on what is now the 
stockyards behind the Officers’ Baths on the military parade ground. The location had been used as 
the military parade ground during the Second British Settlement. 

 
Norfolk Island Museum Trust Collection, NIM21472 

 
National Library of Australia, PIC Album 465A #PIC/15946/242 

After his religious conversion, which followed seeing a vision of the Archangel Michael, John Adams’ 
gentle patriarchal influence turned Pitcairn Islanders into a god-fearing community, basing their 
daily life upon a unique religious philosophy that had its roots in the Church of England. Upon 
Adams’ death in 1829, the role was passed on to George Hunn Nobbs, who had arrived on Pitcairn 
in 1828. George Nobbs travelled to England in 1852 where he was ordained a Minister of the Church 
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of England. While there he also had an audience with Queen Victoria. He then returned to Pitcairn 
Island to continue his religious teachings and leadership.  

This pious lifestyle followed the Pitcairners when they moved to Norfolk Island, and these pictures 
taken in 1870 show the community gathered together observing the corner stone of their new 
church being laid. In February 1870, John Buffett Jnr writes in his journal about working with John 
Adams on the church. The church was built of timber and able to seat 500 parishioners; it was a 
sizable 30 metres long, by 12 metres wide, and 12 metres high. The church was consecrated on 
4 January 1871. Just over a year later though, on 20 February 1872, the church sustained damage 
to the roof. The community rallied to make the repairs.   

Unfortunately, on 1 February 1874, the church was once again damaged during a hurricane – this 
time substantially. This was when Governor Robinson approved the conversion of the Commissariat 
Store (now All Saints Church) into a church.  

The Norfolk Island Museum 

The museums include the Pier Store Museum, Commissariat Store Museum, HMS Sirius Museum 
and No.10 Quality Row house museum, explore them at your own pace with the Museum Pass – 
includes multiple entries to all four museums at any time during your stay as well as two guided 
tours. 

Visit the Research Centre to access general history resources and view the Kingston and Arthurs 
Vale DVD documentary – fees apply. 

Hours of Operation 

All Museums: Monday to Saturday 11am – 3pm 

The Research Centre: Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday 11am – 3pm; Wednesday 9am – 5pm 

The Pier Store Museum: Monday to Saturday 11am – 3pm; Sunday 11am – 3pm 

The R.E.O. Museum shop and information centre: Monday to Friday 9am – 3pm 

For Whom the Bell Tolls – Stories from Norfolk Island cemetery tour operates Tuesday and Friday, 
11:30am. 
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