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ABOUT THE PROGRAM 

Norfolk Island Regional Council recognizes the key role education and training provides in building a 
strong, healthy and empowered future for the Norfolk Island community, by providing assistance for 
study off island of $600 towards the cost of one return airfare home and $500 towards the annual cost 
of textbooks and course associated expenses.   

This program is open for any tertiary education including TAFE, University, Apprenticeships or a 
nationally accredited vocational course.   

Council is committed to supporting efforts for tertiary education and training to achieve Objective 7 
of the Community Strategic Plan Our Plan for the Future 2016-2026 – A skilled and competitive 
workforce. 

These Guidelines are made under the Grant Programs Policy and the Community Grants Program 
Guidelines. 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

The Tertiary Education Bursary Program aligns with the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 
reflected in Council’s Community, Corporate and Operational Plans.  

The underlying objectives of the Program are to: 

• Create opportunities for skill development and training 

• Create employment opportunities 

• Promote and encourage continuous education, development and training 

• Support efforts of community members to meaningfully contribute in community life 

• Enhance long term social, cultural, recreational, environmental and economic benefits, and 

• Leverage resources through public private partnerships to achieve the strategic outcomes 
identified in the Community Strategic Plan. 

HOW DO I APPLY? 

The Tertiary Education Bursary Program is advertised in the Government Gazette and via the Norfolk 
Island Regional Council website – www.norfolkisland.gov.nf. Notice of open funding rounds is also 
published in the local newspaper and Norfolk Online. 

Applicants are required to register online via www.norfolkisland.gov.nf and complete the Tertiary 
Education Bursary Application Form. Applications not submitted by the advertised closing date will 
not be eligible to be assessed.  Details of how to lodge a completed application are included on the 
Application Form. 

The Tertiary Education Bursary Program will open in January of each year for study enrollments the 
same calendar year to ensure students are able to meet the criteria for provision of evidence 
including enrolment and previous year results to secure funding.  Applications close 28 February.  This 
Program operates under a calendar year as opposed to a financial year to match education timetable 
cycles. 

The Assessment Report and Recommendations are provided to Council to endorse at their April 
meeting for funding to roll out by end of May each year.  

HOW ARE APPLICATIONS ASSESSED 

Applications under the Tertiary Education Bursary Program are assessed according to the assessment 
criteria detailed in these Guidelines. 

Once applications are assessed a Report is prepared with recommendations to the General Manager 
for referral to Council for approval. 

http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/
http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/


 

Community Grants Program Guidelines  Page 2 of 2 

 

 

OBJECTIVE 7 Priorities - How we will get there Community Role 

A skilled and 
competitive 
workforce 

7.1 Create employment 
opportunities 

 

• Value and participate in, ongoing learning 
and skills development 

• Foster and develop a flexible workforce, 
responding to changing economic 
opportunities 

 

Essential Assessment Criteria  

Applicants must demonstrate: 

• Complete a Tertiary Education Bursary Application Form each year funding is requested (up 
to a maximum of four years funding provided) 

• Proof of enrolment 

• Equivalent study must not be available in Norfolk Island 

• Study area must develop and contribute to Norfolk Island’s skill base 

• Applicant must have completed a minimum of three years schooling in Norfolk Island 

What is Ineligible 

Applications will not be assessed if: 

• the Applicant has any outstanding grant project and/or acquittal report with Council 

• the Applicant has not provided evidence of enrollment  

• the Applicant has not provided an academic transcript of results for the previous year of study 

• the online application form was not submitted by the published closing date and time 
 

Application Outcomes 

Funding for the Tertiary Education Bursary Program is established through Council’s annual budget 
process. Assistance provided is dependent on available funds. 

Successful applicants will receive a Letter of Offer that sets out the grant to be provided by Council 
and the terms and conditions of that offer.  

Where an offer is accepted, a contracted Funding Agreement is put in place that binds the parties to 
the documented terms including any milestone, reporting and/ or acquittal requirements. 

Where an application is not successful, the applicant is advised accordingly. 

 

WHERE CAN I GO FOR MORE HELP? 

Norfolk Island Regional Council 

E: customercare@nirc.gov.nf 

W: www.norfolkisland.gov.nf 

P: +6723 22244 or local freecall 0100 

mailto:communitygrants@nirc.gov.nf
http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/

