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Section 10: SELWYN RESERVE PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART B

10.1 Introduction
This Part B Plan of Management applies to Selwyn Reserve.

Selwyn Reserve extends approximately 1.1km along the western coast of Norfolk Island (29�02’S,
167�57’E).  The reserve’s spectacular west-facing cliffs rising to about 80m from sea level (Map 1).
The reserve extends up to 300m inland, and has an area of approximately 21.21 hectares.

Map 1: Location of Selwyn Reserve

The northern portion of the reserve was proclaimed as “Selwyn Reserve” under the Commons and
Public Reserves Act 1936 on 4 February 1937.  In 1968 the reserve was renamed “Selwyn Recreational
Reserve” but was changed back to the original name in 19991.

10.1.1 Previous Plans
This is the first Plan of Management prepared for Selwyn Reserve.

10.1.2 Boundaries
The boundaries of Selwyn Reserve and adjacent portions are shown in Map 2.  On 21 March 1953, the
former (Anson Bay) Public School Reserve of 1 acre 1 rood 38 perches (6,020m2) was added to the
northern end of the reserve for recreation purposes2.  Portion 139, formerly part of the Melanesian
Mission Station and including the popular Puppys Point picnic area, was added to the reserve on 21
March 1968.  A number of minor boundary adjustments were also made to allow for re-routing of
Anson Bay Road3.

                                                     
1 “Selwyn Recreational Reserve” was re-named “Selwyn Reserve” on 22 July 1999: Gazette No. 35, 29 July 1999.
2 Commonwealth Gazette No.20, 1 April 1953.
3 Commonwealth Gazette No.31, 4 April 1968; Norfolk Island Government Gazette No.16, 18 April 1968.
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On 27 April 1983 (Norfolk Island Government Gazette No.19, 5 May 1983), minor adjustments were
made to the western boundary of the reserve to allow for re-alignment of Anson Bay Road and the
impending declaration of the “Captain Cook National Park”4.

Portion 113d(rem) was declared to be part of Anson Bay Reserve on 4 November 1999, thus joining
Anson and Selwyn Reserves by a narrow coastal strip.

Map 2: Boundaries of Selwyn Reserve

10.1.3 Register of the National Estate
Selwyn Reserve was listed on the Register of the National Estate on 21 October 1980.

10.1.4 IUCN Category
Selwyn Reserve best fits IUCN Category V – Protected Landscape/seascape: protected area managed
mainly for landscape/seascape conservation and recreation.  The definition of this category is an area
of land, with coast and sea as appropriate, where the interaction of people and nature over time has
produced an area of distinctive character with significant aesthetic, ecological and/or cultural value,
often with high biological diversity.  Safeguarding the integrity of this traditional interaction is vital to
the protection, maintenance and evolution of such an area.

                                                     
4 On 1 September 1970 the Norfolk Island Council resolved to establish a National Park in the Mt Pitt Reserve area, to be
known as the “Captain Cook National Park”.  That decision was endorsed in principle by the Commonwealth Minister for
External Affairs.  By May 1975 the boundaries of the proposed park had been agreed and the Administrator declared his
intention to have the park proclaimed under the Commons and Public Reserves Ordinance 1936.  In 1976, fearing that calling
Mt Pitt Reserve a “national park” would lead to its control by an Australian authority, the Norfolk Island Council resolved that
it be re-named the “Norfolk Island Nature Reserve”.  The Council also arranged for training and management support from
the Conservation and Agriculture Branch of the Department of the Capital Territory.  However, the creation of the Australian
National Parks and Wildlife Service in 1975 was followed by a Commonwealth Cabinet decision in July 1976 that the
ANPWS advise the then Department of Administrative Services on the management of parks and reserves in the external
territories.  That decision later lead to the declaration of the Norfolk Island National Park and management of that park by the
ANPWS under the Commonwealth National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act (1975).
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10.2 Conservation Significance
Selwyn Reserve has significant community, landscape, and conservation values, with opportunities for
recreation and habitat for native flora and fauna.  Puppys Point picnic area is a major tourist attraction
noted for its spectacular sunset views and seascapes that epitomise the natural beauty of Norfolk
Island.

The reserve contains a number of vegetation types including parklands, coastal cliff communities, and
remnant coastal forest.  The patches of remnant forest in the northern part of the reserve have a diverse
range of native plants, some of which are now rare.  Norfolk Island Pine and eucalypt plantations have
been established on much of the northern section of the reserve.

10.3 Description

10.3.1 Geology and Landform
During the past 2 million years, the ocean has carved precipitous cliffs into the basalt lava flows that
were erupted during Norfolk’s active volcanic period.  The upper basalt lava flows have been
weathered to a depth of 30–50m and deeply profiled ferrosols, or rich clay loams, cap the near-vertical
cliffs.  The seaward edge of this weathered material has eroded to a relatively uniform 45° slope.
Inland, most of the reserve is relatively flat, especially in its southern half.  The northern part of the
reserve is dissected by two small intermittent creeks (Gum Creek and Selwyn Bridge Creek).  Another
intermittent creek runs along the reserve’s southern boundary (Map 3).

Map 3: Selwyn Reserve: Landform and Significant Features

10.3.2 Vegetation
During the past 150 years most of the original sub-tropical rainforest that covered the reserve has been
cleared.  Remnant native forest remains along the steeper creek gullies in the northern part of the
reserve, along part of the creek at the southern end, and along the cliffs.  Introduced woody weeds have
invaded these forest patches to varying degrees, however there are no significant stands of African
Olive, Porpieh, or Hawaiian Holly.
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The southern half of the reserve (Puppys Point picnic area) is an open woodland/parkland of well-
spaced Norfolk Island Pines, some White Oaks, and Kikuyu pasture grazed by cattle.  Forestry
plantations have been established on most of the northern section of the reserve (Map 3).  A plantation
of eucalypts has been established adjacent to Anson Bay Road at the northernmost end of the reserve.

10.3.2.1 Native Plant Communities
The relatively weed free native vegetation along much of the reserve’s steep cliffs is dominated by
Native Flax, wind pruned White Oak and emergent pines.

Cattle have been excluded from the patch of remnant forest along Selwyn Bridge Creek, which now
contains a diversity of native and endemic species.  There are small areas of remnant forest, including a
variety of ferns and palms along both of the other small creeks in the northern part of the reserve.
Cattle have grazed the creek gully on the southern boundary of the reserve for many decades and
virtually no native understorey vegetation remains.  In this area, mature Norfolk Island Pines, White
Oaks, Ironwoods, and Tree Ferns are interspersed with large African Olives, Lantana, and Hawaiian
Holly.

10.3.2.2 Significant Species
Remnant native forest habitat on the northernmost coastal slopes of the reserve adjoins forest on the
neighbouring property, which contains endangered species such as Broad-leaved Meryta.

10.3.2.3 Weeds
The major woody weeds in the reserve are African Olive, Hawaiian Holly, and Porpieh.  Wild Tobacco
and Morning Glory occur mainly on the edge of the forest remnants or where there has been canopy
disturbance.  There are some patches of wind-pruned olive and holly on the coastal slopes but no
significant pure stands of woody weeds.

A few dense patches of William Taylor occur in the more open, sunny areas, especially along the
creek.  Sunlit clearings also favour aggressive herbaceous weeds, such as Ink Weed, climbers, such as
Morning Glory, and grasses, especially Kikuyu and Buffalo Grass, where they suppress native species.

10.3.3 Fauna
During summer, breeding White Terns are the most visible fauna in Selwyn Reserve.  Wedge-tailed
Shearwaters (Ghostbirds) nest in burrows along the cliff top and Red-tailed Tropicbirds nest on cliff
ledges.  On summer evenings numerous rafts of Ghostbirds can be observed forming offshore as the
adults that have been feeding at sea congregate on the water before flying to their burrows at dusk.

Golden Whistlers are common in the remnant forest and older plantation areas, as are the Grey Fantail,
Grey Warbler, Grey-breasted Silvereye, and Scarlet Robin.  Introduced European Blackbird, Song
Thrush, Feral Fowl, and Californian Quail are also common.  It is likely that the Norfolk Island Green
Parrot, Norfolk Island Boobook Owl, and Long-billed White-eye also occur in the remnant forest.

10.3.4 Cultural Heritage
No evidence of early Polynesian use of the reserve area has been found however, as with many other
parts of the Island, it is likely that Polynesian people visited the area during the long period they
inhabited Norfolk Island.

There does not appear to have been any grants or leases of land in the Selwyn area during the First
Settlement5.

                                                     
5 Settlers Lots on Norfolk Island 1791-1804.
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The 1840 ‘Arrowsmith’ map (Map 4) prepared by Major George Barney6 shows a track to Anson’s
Bay in about the same position as the current road.  All of the area between the cliff and the road,
including the reserve, is shown as uncleared forest.  Three flatter areas to the east of the road had been
cleared for grazing and agriculture and separated by forested steeper gullies on the western slopes of
Mt Pitt.

Map 4: 1840 Survey Plan of Norfolk Island: Marjoram Farm and Barney Duffy’s Gully

The most northern farm, “Sheep Station”, appears to have been on the lower slopes of Mt Pitt opposite
the northernmost parts of the reserve, in the vicinity of Bullocks Hut Road.  “Marjoram Farm” covered
all of the slopes adjacent to the eastern side of Anson Bay Road, from the vicinity of Gum Creek south
to the Norfolk Island Parks and Forestry Service Depot access road, opposite the southern end of the
reserve.

The whole of Norfolk Island had been divided into blocks of approximately 50 acres by 18607.  Most
of the area north of Selwyn Bridge Creek was within vacant Crown Portion 114, which ran northwards
along both sides of Anson Bay Road from the northern boundary of the Melanesian Mission.  That
boundary was just to the north of Selwyn Bridge Creek and opposite the western end of an unnamed
road8 that ran from there to the top of Mt Pitt.  The area that later became the southern section of the
reserve was in Portion 139, which was part of the Melanesian Mission Station9.

On 24 March 192710, the northernmost part of Portion 114, on the western side of Anson Bay Road,
was declared a Reserve for Public School purposes and a small wooden building was erected to house
the Anson Bay Branch School (1928 – 43).  Nothing of this building remains today.  The 1934 map of

                                                     
6 Plan of Norfolk Island Shewing the General Nature of the Ground. Often referred to as the “Arrowsmith” map, 1840.
However John Arrowsmith was the lithographer who copied the map prepared or drawn by Major Barney, Royal Engineers
Corp.  The map accompanied a letter dated 20 February 1840 from Major Barney to the Colonial Secretary and was printed by
James and Luke J. Hansard on an order of the House of Commons dated 15 June 1841.
7 Norfolk Island Diagram of Allotments.  This map was surveyed and drawn by 2nd Corporal Thomas Kennedy, Royal
Engineers. Sapper George Jamieson assisted with the survey. Lithographed and printed at the Topographical Department, War
Office, 1860.
8 Shown as “Mt Pitt Road” on the 1934 map of Norfolk Island subdivisions.
9 Freehold Grant dated 27 August 1867 to Rt. Rev. George Augustus, Bishop of New Zealand, Rev. John Coleridge Patteson,
Missionary Bishop, Rev. Robert Henry Codington and Rev. John Palmer, Missionary, for quit rent of one peppercorn on
Trust: General Mission Trust Deed of the Melanesian Bishopric.
10 Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No.30.
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Norfolk Island subdivisions shows Selwyn Reserve on that part of Portion 114 west of Anson Bay
Road, between the school reserve and Portion 139.

In 1952, the northern part of the School Reserve was excised as Portion 114f and leased to Guildford
Adams.  The remainder of the School Reserve was included in Selwyn Reserve on 21 March 195311.

During the 1930’s Eddie Yeaman established and operated a sawmill downstream from Selwyn Creek
Bridge12.  The remains of the steam traction engine that powered the mill still stand in its original
location.  Most of Selwyn Reserve was grazed by stock from the mid-1800’s until 1976, when the
northern section was completely fenced.  Cattle still graze the southern section of the reserve.

                                                     
11 Commonwealth Gazette No.20. 1 April 1953.
12 Mr Owen Evans OAM, 2001. Personal communication.
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10.4 Issues

10.4.1 Public Use
The southern section of the reserve, with its open grassland and large scattered Norfolk Island Pines
and White Oaks, has become an increasingly popular venue for picnicking and for observing sunsets.
The Puppys Point picnic area provides spectacular views of Norfolk Island’s west coast and is one of
the best locations to watch the sunset.  It is favoured by commercial tour operators who provide fish
fries to visitors to the Island while they view the sunset.  One tour operator caters for up to 140 people
twice a week and conducts additional evening fish fries when required.  Other tour operators also
provide picnics and barbecues.  As many as eleven buses and sixty cars may be parked at the Puppys
Point picnic area at sunset.  Tour operators bring their own cooking facilities, seating, and remove their
rubbish, however small groups of people who are picnicking or barbecuing in the reserve sometimes
find that tour groups have encroached into public barbecue areas and either move or avoid using areas
that are favoured by tour operators.  Many visitors to the Island, local families, and groups, also picnic
or barbecue in the reserve.

Puppys Point and Jacobs Rock are popular rock fishing localities and the northern section of the
reserve is suitable for bushwalking and bird watching, but is rarely visited by the public.

10.4.2 Access and Facilities
Concentrated vehicle traffic has damaged some grassed areas in parts of the southern section of the
reserve.  In dry weather, dust from the track is annoying and hazardous to picnickers.  In wet weather,
dirt tracks become muddy and slippery, resulting in the formation of numerous tracks around boggy
areas. Vehicle traffic close to trees can damage roots and increase the likelihood of root rot infestation.

Timber vehicle barriers have been erected to keep vehicles away from the cliffs, providing a vehicle
free grassy strip along the cliff top for people and protecting trees and grass at barbecue areas.
Warning signs have been placed in prominent locations and at intervals along the vehicle barriers and
reflectors ensure that the barriers can be seen from vehicles at night.  Vehicle parking and manoeuvring
areas in the busiest parts of the reserve have also been defined with timber barriers.

There are two barbecues in the southern section of the reserve: one near the sunset viewing area near
Puppys Point and the other further north, near Jacob’s Rock.  A public toilet, which is in good
condition, is located at the southern end of the reserve, close to the Puppys Point sunset viewing area
and barbecues.  Increasing use of the Puppys Point picnic area places considerable strain on the
reserve’s facilities.  Increased use, together with increased wear and tear on the reserve, is likely to
result in demands to provide additional facilities, including defined car parks and sealed tracks.  Minor
vandalism to picnic area facilities occurs occasionally, as does the theft of picnic tables.

Consideration is being given to the erection of a 1.2m high post and rail timber fence along the cliff top
in the southern section of the reserve.  The fence would be an effective barrier along the cliff top.  The
fence would enable native flax and moo-oo to be established on the cliff slope, increasing habitat for
nesting Ghostbirds by preventing cattle from grazing the upper cliff slopes.

There is no public vehicle access into the northern section of the reserve, nor are there any public
walking tracks.

10.4.3 Habitat Rehabilitation and Development
The northern section of the reserve contains small areas of remnant forest along the creeks and has
been fenced to exclude stock.  Norfolk Island Pine plantations have been established on about 4ha of
this section of the reserve.  These plantations and remnant forest areas will become increasingly
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diverse as birds bring in seeds of native species.  Woody weed control will be required while native
forest cover is still establishing.

The remnant native vegetation along the lower part of Gum Creek in Selwyn Reserve is separated from
important native vegetation remnants in the Forestry Zone of the National Park by 250m of gum forest
and introduced woody weeds.  A report on remnant native vegetation within the Forestry Zone of the
Norfolk Island National Park13 has recommended that a corridor of native habitat be established in the
Forestry Zone of the National Park to link native vegetation on the western slopes of Mt Pitt with the
coastal native vegetation remnant along Gum Creek in Selwyn Reserve.

The remnant native vegetation along the creek on the southern boundary of the reserve is not fenced
and thus has little understorey, limited regeneration, and low species diversity.  Large African Olives
and other woody weeds are well established on the slope adjacent to the creek.  This area is close to the
Puppys Point picnic area and if rehabilitated would be a significant and diverse native forest that would
be easily accessible to the public.

10.4.4 Breeding Seabird Habitat
Ghostbird burrows along the cliff top in the southern section of the reserve are subject to disturbance
by cattle and visitors.  However, grazing by cattle prevents burrows being overgrown by kikuyu, which
chokes burrows and entangles birds, and would need to be controlled by other means if grazing was
prevented.

10.4.5 Forestry
A small area (about 0.7ha) in the northern section of the reserve was planted with eucalypts in the early
1970’s.  These have since been supplemented with plantings of Norfolk Island Pine, bringing the total
area of forestry plantation in the reserve to about 3.5ha.

No other parts of the reserve are suitable for forestry plantations.

10.4.6 Pest Species

10.4.6.1 Weeds
The remnant forest near the southern boundary of the reserve is infested with woody weeds with much
of the canopy dominated by African Olive, Hawaiian Holly, Porpieh, and Lantana.  Many are large and
thus relatively easily cleared.  Remnant forest areas along the creeks in the northern section of the
reserve are generally lightly weed infested, but some areas (particularly on steeper slopes and exposed
edges) are moderately to heavily weed infested.  The pine and gum plantations are lightly weed
infested.  Morning Glory is a major problem in some remnant forest areas and is suppressing seedlings
and choking native trees.

Some sections of the cliffs and cliff edges are moderately infested by invasive woody weeds.

10.4.6.2 Rats
Both the Polynesian Rat and the Black Rat occur in the reserve.  Rats feed on the seeds and fruits of a
variety of native and introduced plants and predate a variety of terrestrial fauna, including snails, land
crabs, birds eggs and nestlings.  The post-war extinction of a number of fauna species, most notably
birds and the bat, are likely to at least in part have been the result of predation by rats.

                                                     
13 Davidson, P. M., J. Anderson and O. Evans, 1994.  Native Vegetation within the Forestry Zone of the Norfolk Island
National Park. Unpublished report to the Australian Nature Conservation Agency, Canberra.
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10.4.6.3 Cats
Feral domestic cats are established and breeding in the reserve.  Cats mainly feed on vertebrate prey.
Nesting birds are particularly vulnerable.

10.4.7 Stock Management
Cattle graze the Puppys Point area.  Grazing of common lands is a traditional use that adds to Norfolk’s
rural landscape and charm.  Grazing maintains grassed areas, but may also spread weeds, especially
Porpieh.  Cattle grazing is not compatible with habitat development and rehabilitation, cliff
stabilisation, or forestry plantations.  Many people prefer picnic areas that are not grazed and soiled by
cattle.

Cattle have been excluded from Selwyn Bridge Creek and the northern section of the reserve, where
most of the flatter areas have been planted with Norfolk Island Pines.  The southern section of the
reserve continues to be used as a common for grazing cattle.  Cattle also have access to the native
forest remnant in the southern part of the reserve, which therefore has little native understorey
vegetation and is substantially weed infested.
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10.5 Management Objectives
Vision: To conserve and enhance the scenic quality and biodiversity of the reserve for the enjoyment
of current and future generations of Norfolk Islanders and visitors and for the ongoing survival of its
flora and fauna.

10.5.1 Cultural Heritage Conservation
Aim: To maintain the scenic quality and character of the reserve and protect important cultural
heritage values.

Objective:
� Preserve the essential landscape elements of Selwyn Reserve.

10.5.2 Natural Heritage Conservation
Aim: To protect remnant native vegetation and enhance native habitat and species diversity in the
reserve.

Objectives:
� Rehabilitate remnant native forest habitat along the creeks in the northern section of the reserve.
� Develop a corridor of native forest habitat along Gum Creek, between the coast and Anson Bay

Road.
� Rehabilitate and develop remnant native forest habitat along the creek on the southern boundary

of the reserve.
� Establish, enhance and protect native coastal cliff vegetation (in particular native flax and moo-

oo) along the entire coastline of the reserve.
� Eradicate all invasive woody weeds in the reserve.
� Reduce rat and cat populations in the reserve.

10.5.3 Pest Species Management
Aim: To reduce the negative impacts of pest species in the reserve.

Objectives:
� Control invasive introduced weeds throughout the reserve.
� Reduce rat and cat populations in the reserve.

10.5.4 Recreation Management
Aim: To provide for appropriate public recreation and commercial use.

Objectives:

� Provide and maintain appropriate picnic facilities and amenities.

� Manage impacts associated with public use of the reserve.

� Provide appropriate opportunities for public access to native forest habitat.
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10.5.5 Stock Management
Aim: To minimise negative impacts of cattle grazing, while retaining much of the southern section
of the reserve as common pasture.

Objectives:

� Exclude stock from creek and creek slopes, including the area of remnant native forest along the
southern boundary of the reserve.

� Exclude stock from cliff tops.

10.5.6 Education and Interpretation
Aim: To promote knowledge and understanding of Norfolk Island’s cultural and natural history and
issues related to conserving and managing Selwyn Reserve.

Objectives:

� Define and develop interpretation/education resource material specific to the reserve.

� Encourage scientific and educational activities in the reserve that contribute to the community’s
understanding of and public support for environment conservation and management.

10.5.7 Forestry
Aim: To develop, maintain and sustainably utilise forestry products from Selwyn Reserve consistent
with the primary aim of establishing and conserving native forest habitats, landscape values and public
recreation opportunities.

Objectives:

� Maximise the ecologically sustainable production of native timber species within the northern
section of the reserve in which forestry is permitted.

� Control invasive woody weeds in the forestry section of the reserve.

� Minimise erosion and sedimentation from forestry activities within the reserve.
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10.6 Management Strategies and Actions

10.6.1 Cultural Heritage Conservation
The park landscape in the southern section of the reserve and the spectacular coastal views are the
reserve’s major cultural attributes.  Maintaining these landscape elements and vistas will be important
in planting and facility design and maintenance.

Scattered individual native trees will be planted in the southern section of the reserve to maintain the
park landscape as older trees die.  Timber pallets will be used to protect these trees until they are large
enough to withstand damage from cattle.

10.6.2 Natural Heritage Conservation

10.6.2.1 Habitat Rehabilitation
The degraded remnant forest near the southern boundary of the reserve adjacent to the Puppys Point
picnic area will be fenced and rehabilitated.  Rehabilitation of the remnant forest at the southern end of
the reserve will require hand clearing of woody weeds, especially in rocky areas and close to native
trees.  In rocky areas, basal bark spraying will need to be used, followed by planting of native species.

A combination of weed control and natural regeneration is likely to be the most cost effective way to
rehabilitate the areas of remnant forest in the creeks in the northern section of the reserve.  It may,
however be appropriate to increase diversity by planting some rarer species, such as Broad-leaved
Meryta.

If a post and rail fence is erected along the cliff top in the southern section of the reserve, the woody
weeds on the top of the slope can be removed and Native Flax and Moo-oo established.  Flax and Moo-
oo fields are natural nesting habitat for Ghostbirds.

10.6.2.1.1 Rehabilitation Planting
The restoration of native forest habitat will rely on natural regeneration enhanced by the removal and
control of competing weed species.  Natural regeneration of Native Flax, Moo-oo, and other coastal
flora will be enhanced by excluding stock, removing exotic weeds, broadcasting seed, and planting
seedlings raised from plants growing in the reserve.

10.6.2.2 Significant Species
There are a number of species of flora and fauna in the reserve which are vulnerable or endangered.
However, the reserve is too small to justify the development of specific management programs.
Species survival will be maximised by establishing and maintaining native forest habitat and by
managing weeds and vertebrate pests.

10.6.2.2.1 Green Parrot
It is likely that Norfolk Island Green Parrots frequent the northern section of Selwyn Reserve.  The
amount and quality of suitable habitat in the reserve will increase as a result of forest habitat
rehabilitation programs.  The remnant forest adjacent to the Puppys Point picnic area is likely to be
frequented by Green Parrots when sufficient native trees such as Bloodwood and Ironwood mature.

The provision of artificial nest hollows for Green Parrots in the northern section of the reserve will be
investigated.  Green parrot nest hollows will not be placed in the reserve without an appropriate
monitoring and pest control program and will be coordinated with the Park Superintendent, Norfolk
Island National Park.
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10.6.3 Pest Species Management

10.6.3.1 Weed Control
Invasive woody weeds (such as Lantana, African Olive, Porpieh, and Hawaiian Holly) in the reserve
will be removed by hand clearing.  Herbicides will be used when other weed control methods are
impractical or in sensitive areas where disturbance would have significant undesirable impacts on soil
stability or upon native species.

Removing large woody weeds from steep eroded slopes and cliff faces is difficult and likely to
exacerbate erosion and expose nearby native plants.  Selective control techniques such as basal-bark
spraying will be trialed to control weeds on steep slopes and cliffs.

The long-term weed control strategy in the reserve will be based on:

� maintaining a healthy native forest cover;

� removing young weeds by hand;

� appropriate use of herbicides and minimum disturbance control techniques;

� mulching bare areas where appropriate to reduce erosion, retain soil moisture and inhibit
reinfestation;

� intensively controlling weeds along creeks and in tree fall clearings, with supplementary
planting of native species;

� mechanised control of weeds in plantation areas; and

� mowing/slashing of picnic areas.

Cattle grazing will continue to maintain the grass in the unfenced area in the southern section of the
reserve along Anson Bay Road.  Grass in the Puppys Point picnic areas and between the cliff top and
vehicle barriers will be mown.

10.6.3.2 Rat Control
The rat-baiting program in the Norfolk Island National Park is based on bait stations placed about
100m apart.  To reduce invasion from outside the baited area, closer spacing of bait stations is
appropriate in areas such as boundaries, roads and tracks.

The northern section of Selwyn Reserve is approximately 650m long and varies in width from 50 to
150m.  If rat bait stations were placed at relatively close intervals (eg 30m apart), there is still a very
high probability of re-invasion from un-baited areas such as the cliffs, Anson Bay Road, the Forestry
Zone of the National Park and neighbouring properties.

Consideration will be given to rat control in the vicinity of important seed trees or nesting habitat in the
northern section of the reserve.

10.6.3.3 Cat Control
Live trapping will be used to control feral cats in the reserve, particularly during bird breeding season.

10.6.3.4 Fungus Control
A number of mature Norfolk Island Pines in the southern section of the reserve have been removed as a
result of Phellinus noxius infection.  The incidence and effect of P. noxius in the reserve will be
monitored and minimised by enhancing forest diversity and minimising disturbance and damage to tree
butts and roots.
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10.6.4 Recreation Management
The southern part of Selwyn Reserve at Puppys Point is an important public recreation area.  Because
of its popularity as a sunset viewing venue, the level of use of this part of the reserve is directly related
to the number of tourists visiting the Island.

10.6.4.1 Walking Tracks
There are no walking tracks in the reserve that would provide public access to the reserve’s forests.  An
old vehicle track follows part of the southern boundary of the reserve from Anson Bay Road through
the remnant native vegetation near the creek.  This track will be restored as a walking track and linked
to the nearby Puppys Point picnic area to enable easy pedestrian access to this area of native forest.

10.6.4.2 Vehicle Tracks and Parking
Vehicle movement in the southern section of the reserve was not restricted or defined until November
2001, when vehicle barriers were erected at the Puppys Point picnic areas and along the seaward side
of the cliff top track.  All the vehicle tracks in the reserve are unsealed and reflect the pattern of vehicle
use in recent years.  Where appropriate, these tracks will be sealed to minimise dust and the creation of
new tracks.

The long-term vehicle access strategy for the southern section of the reserve will be based on:

� a review of tracks and parking areas

� with inappropriate tracks being closed;

� separation of vehicle traffic and picnic areas where vehicle traffic is damaging grassed
surfaces and reducing the amenity of those areas;

� strategically planting trees to prevent the development of tracks in some sensitive areas;

� defining vehicle manoeuvring and parking areas where there is a significant amount of
traffic;

� sealing of the most used tracks and car parking areas;

� gravelling lesser used tracks and car parking areas if appropriate; and

� monitoring vehicular damage to grassed areas.

10.6.4.3 Fences, Gates and Stiles
The northern section of the reserve is fenced to protect remnant forests and plantations from cattle.  A
timber post and rail fence will be progressively erected to replace the barbed wire fence along Anson
Bay Road.  Access gates and stiles will be provided at appropriate locations.

The fence along the creek near the southern boundary of the reserve is in poor condition and will be
replaced by a new barbed wire fence on the boundary.

Cattle will be excluded from the creek and remnant forest at the southern end of the reserve by a wire
fence that will be erected parallel to Anson Bay Road from the southern boundary of the reserve and
continue across the slope from Anson Bay Road to the cliff just south of the Puppys Point picnic area.
Public access to the southern forest area will be provided by gates or stiles.  The wire fence will be
replaced by a timber post and rail fence when the forest area has become established.

10.6.4.4 Emergency Access
Emergency access points have been provided at a number of locations in the Puppys Point picnic area
vehicle barrier.
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10.6.4.5 Picnic and BBQ Facilities
Two barbecue sites with picnic tables are provided at the Puppys Point picnic area.  The number and
location of picnic and barbecue facilities will be reviewed periodically by the Conservator of Public
Reserves.

10.6.4.6 Public Toilets
A public toilet facility is provided at Puppys Point picnic area.  This is in good condition and is
adequate for current use.  It will be screened by suitable landscaping.

10.6.4.7 Rubbish
The number, type and location of rubbish bins in the reserve will be reviewed from time to time by the
Conservator of Public Reserves.

10.6.4.8 Commercial Activities
The Puppys Point picnic area is subject to high levels of use by tour operators, particularly at sunset.
Management of commercial activities in the reserve will be in accordance with the following
principles:

� Commercial activities should not interfere with the enjoyment of the reserve by members
of the public.

� Sites used by commercial operators should be separate from public barbecue/picnic areas.

� Commercial operators will:

� provide their own seating, tables and cooking facilities;

� remove all wastes generated by their activities, including used cooking oil; and

� cause no damage to the reserve.

Current and future use of the facilities at Puppys Point and alternative venues that may reduce the
pressure on this area will be discussed with tour operators.

“Commercial” has the same meaning as “commercial activity” in section 46 of the Public Reserves Act
1997.

10.6.5 Stock Management
Stock will be excluded from the creek and native forest remnant area near the southern boundary of the
reserve to enable habitat rehabilitation.

10.6.6 Education and Interpretation
The reserve provides opportunities for the public to observe native flora and fauna, especially breeding
Ghostbirds, geological features and a variety of natural processes, including coastal erosion, ecological
succession and native forest regeneration.

10.6.6.1 Interpretation Strategy
An interpretation strategy will be developed for Selwyn Reserve and interpretative materials developed
as resources become available.  The principal interpretation and education themes in the reserve will
be:

� natural habitats;

� conservation, land management and the environment; and

� impacts of human activity and sustainable resource use.
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Community involvement in the development and delivery of the interpretation strategy is encouraged.

10.6.6.2 Signs
Signs will be designed and erected in appropriate locations to provide visitors with information about
significant natural and cultural features of the reserve if required by the Interpretation Strategy.  These
signs will include public safety warnings, location and direction signs.

10.6.6.3 School Visits
The Norfolk Island Parks and Forestry Service will encourage, and where possible assist with,
appropriate school visits to the reserve that are designed to provide an understanding of Norfolk’s
natural and cultural heritage and aimed to encourage students to participate in environmental
protection, research and rehabilitation.

10.6.6.4 Walking Tours
The Norfolk Island Parks and Forestry Service will encourage, and where possible assist with,
appropriate walking tours in the reserve that are designed to provide visitors with an understanding of
Norfolk’s natural and cultural heritage.

10.6.6.5 Community Group
A community interest group will be encouraged to assist in the development and implementation of
management programs in Selwyn Reserve.

10.6.7 Forestry
Forestry plantations will be restricted to the flatter areas in the northern section of the reserve and will
be maintained using standard forestry techniques.  The eucalypt plantation will be progressively
harvested and replaced with native species.  To enhance the native forest character of the reserve only
native species will be used in future plantings.

In the northern section of the reserve, species diversity in pine plantations and native forest along creek
slopes will be enriched by planting rarer native hardwood timber species to provide for future
sustainable harvesting of specialty native hardwood timbers.

A corridor of mixed native hardwood forest with a minimum total width of 80m will be established and
maintained along Gum Creek.  A buffer of native hardwood forest with a minimum total width of 50m
will be established and maintained along the other creeks in the northern section of the reserve.

Trees will not be taken for timber from other parts of the reserve, unless to do so is considered by the
Conservator of Public Reserves to be in the interests of the conservation and management of the
reserve.

10.7 Research and Monitoring
The Conservator of Public Reserves will develop a strategy for conducting research and for monitoring
the effectiveness of management programs in the reserve.  Photopoints will be established in
significant areas.  A photographic record will be kept of all stages of project implementation.  Where
practical, alternative techniques will be trialed to assess management strategies and effects.
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10.8 Controlled Activities
This Section shall be read in conjunction with Section 11 of the Plan of Management (Part A) and the
Public Reserves Act 1997.

Section 11 of the Plan of Management (Part A):

� approves specific controlled activities, with respect to all public reserves;

� provides general guidelines in respect of granting approvals and permits for controlled
activities, with respect to all public reserves;

� specifies activities14 in accordance with section 47(2) of the Public Reserves Act 1997 that
shall not be undertaken in any public reserve without a permit; and

� provides general guidelines in respect of granting permits for activities specified in
accordance with section 47(2) of the Act.

This section of the Plan of Management (Part B) specifies controlled activities in accordance with
Section 47 of the Public Reserves Act 1997 in relation to the use of Selwyn Reserve.

10.8.1 Camping
Camping shall not be permitted in Selwyn Reserve.

10.8.2 Vehicles
Private and commercial motor vehicles other than plant and equipment may be driven and temporarily
parked in the unfenced parts of the southern section of the reserve.  Only vehicles required for
emergency services response purposes or for management of the reserve are permitted on the cliff side
of the vehicle control barriers.

The Conservator of Public Reserves may permit commercial plant and equipment in the reserve only if
it is in the interests of the conservation and management of the reserve to do so.

                                                     
14  The activities specified are additional to the Controlled Activities prescribed in Part V of the Public Reserves Act 1997.


