
POINT ROSS RESERVE DRAFT PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART B

PLAN OF MANAGEMENT
PART B

SECTION NINE

POINT ROSS RESERVE

2003
AS APPROVED BY THE NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ON 21 MAY 2003



POINT ROSS RESERVE DRAFT PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART B



POINT ROSS RESERVE DRAFT PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART B i

SECTION 9: TABLE OF CONTENTS

9.1 INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................................................................................1
9.1.1 Previous Plans............................................................................................................................................1
9.1.2 Boundaries..................................................................................................................................................1
9.1.3 Register of the National Estate ...................................................................................................................1
9.1.4 IUCN Category...........................................................................................................................................2

9.2 CONSERVATION SIGNIFICANCE ............................................................................................................................2
9.3 DESCRIPTION........................................................................................................................................................2

9.3.1 Geology and Landform...............................................................................................................................2
9.3.2 Vegetation...................................................................................................................................................2

9.3.2.1 Significant Species ............................................................................................................................................. 3
9.3.2.2 Weeds................................................................................................................................................................. 3

9.3.3 Fauna..........................................................................................................................................................3
9.3.4 Cultural Heritage .......................................................................................................................................3

9.4 ISSUES..................................................................................................................................................................5
9.4.1 Public Use ..................................................................................................................................................5
9.4.2 Access and Facilities ..................................................................................................................................5
9.4.3 Crystal Pool Track......................................................................................................................................5
9.4.4 Habitat Rehabilitation and Development ...................................................................................................5
9.4.5 Breeding Seabird Habitat ...........................................................................................................................5
9.4.6 Erosion .......................................................................................................................................................6
9.4.7 Forestry ......................................................................................................................................................6
9.4.8 Pest Species ................................................................................................................................................6

9.4.8.1 Weeds................................................................................................................................................................. 6
9.5 MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES .................................................................................................................................7

9.5.1 Cultural Heritage Management..................................................................................................................7
9.5.2 Natural Heritage Management...................................................................................................................7
9.5.3 Pest Species Management ..........................................................................................................................7
9.5.4 Recreation Management.............................................................................................................................7
9.5.5 Education and Interpretation .....................................................................................................................7

9.6 MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS ..........................................................................................................8
9.6.1 Cultural Heritage Management..................................................................................................................8
9.6.2 Natural Heritage Management...................................................................................................................8

9.6.2.1 Erosion Control .................................................................................................................................................. 8
9.6.2.2 Habitat Rehabilitation ........................................................................................................................................ 8

9.6.2.2.1 Rehabilitation Plantings................................................................................................................................. 8
9.6.3 Pest Species Management ..........................................................................................................................8

9.6.3.1 Weed Control ..................................................................................................................................................... 8
9.6.3.2 Fungus Control................................................................................................................................................... 9

9.6.4 Recreation Management.............................................................................................................................9
9.6.4.1 Public Safety ...................................................................................................................................................... 9
9.6.4.2 Picnic and BBQ Facilities .................................................................................................................................. 9
9.6.4.3 Walking Tracks .................................................................................................................................................. 9
9.6.4.4 Vehicles.............................................................................................................................................................. 9

9.6.5 Education and Interpretation .....................................................................................................................9
9.6.5.1. Interpretation Strategy........................................................................................................................................ 9
9.6.5.2. Signs................................................................................................................................................................. 10
9.6.5.3. School Visits .................................................................................................................................................... 10
9.6.5.4. Walking Tours.................................................................................................................................................. 10
9.6.5.5. Community Group ........................................................................................................................................... 10

9.6.6 Forestry ....................................................................................................................................................10
9.7 RESEARCH AND MONITORING............................................................................................................................10
9.8 CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES ..................................................................................................................................11

9.8.1 Camping ...................................................................................................................................................11
9.8.2 Vehicles.....................................................................................................................................................11



POINT ROSS RESERVE DRAFT PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART Bii

Table of Figures

Map 1: Location of Point Ross Reserve.......................................................................................................... 1
Map 2: Landform and features of Point Ross Reserve.................................................................................... 2
Map 3: Areas of erosion in Point Ross reserve ............................................................................................... 6



POINT ROSS RESERVE DRAFT PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART B 1

Section 9: POINT ROSS RESERVE PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART B

9.1 Introduction
This Part B Plan of Management applies to Point Ross Reserve.

Point Ross Reserve is located on the south-western corner of Norfolk Island and has a total area of 7.952
hectares (Map 1).  The reserve has spectacular views of Norfolk’s coast and Phillip and Nepean Islands.
Although difficult to access, Crystal Pool, a large rock pool at the tip of Point Ross, is a popular swimming
and fishing spot.  Cliff edges at Point Ross are riddled with hundreds of Wedge-tailed Shearwater
(Ghostbird) burrows.

Map 1: Location of Point Ross Reserve

Point Ross Reserve was proclaimed a public reserve under the Commons and Public Reserves Act 1936 for
forestry and recreation purposes on 6 May 1971.

9.1.1 Previous Plans
This is the first plan of management for Point Ross Reserve.

9.1.2 Boundaries
The seaward boundary of the reserve is presently ‘top of cliff’.  To be practical and also consistent with the
seaward boundaries of other reserves, the seaward boundary of Point Ross Reserve will be changed to ‘high
water mark’.

9.1.3 Register of the National Estate
Point Ross Reserve was listed on the Register of the National Estate as "Crystal Pool Reserve" on 21
October 1980.  The listing included 'the escarpment' above high water level.
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9.1.4 IUCN Category
Point Ross Reserve fits IUCN Category V: Protected Landscape/seascape: protected area managed mainly
for landscape/seascape conservation and recreation.  The Crystal Pool area below the reserve could also be
classified as IUCN Category III: Natural Monument and managed to conserve its unique values.  The
definition of this category is an area containing one or more specific natural or natural/cultural features,
which is of outstanding or unique value because of its inherent rarity, representative or aesthetic qualities or
cultural significance.

9.2 Conservation Significance
Point Ross Reserve has significant cultural, geological, landscape, and conservation values.  Crystal Pool,
which is relatively deep and accessible is a popular swimming and fishing spot and a good location to study
the vertical distribution of Norfolk’s inshore marine flora and fauna.  Point Ross is the south-western most
point on Norfolk Island and has nesting habitat for a significant number of Ghostbirds.

9.3 Description

9.3.1 Geology and Landform
Point Ross dominates the reserve.  This 70m high remnant hillside has been eroded on its seaward side to a
high vertical cliff, exposing the underlying volcanic strata.  The deep soils on Point Ross are riddled with
Ghostbird burrows.  Crystal Pool is a deep elongated tidal pool that follows a curved zone of differential
erosion parallel to the shore, perhaps associated with jointing or more probably a volcanic eruption feature
such as a lava tube.  The reserve is bisected by a ‘hanging’ valley that is about 20m above sea level at the
cliff (Map 2).  There are no permanent streams in the reserve.

Map 2: Landform and features of Point Ross Reserve

9.3.2 Vegetation
The original coastal forest has been replaced by Kikuyu grassland with scattered trees.  There are very few
surviving native grasses, shrubs, and groundcovers except in some areas of the steeper cliffs.
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A few small areas of apparently remnant native coastal vegetation, with Native Rush, White Oak/Chaff-
Flower and Coastal Lobelia/Pigface assemblages remain in more protected locations.

The reserve was fenced in 1987 but cattle were not excluded until 1990 when a cattle stop was installed in
the access road.  Much of the ridge between the central gully and the road was planted with Norfolk Island
Pine and White Oak in 1997.  At the same time, the north-eastern slopes of Point Ross were planted with
Norfolk Island Pine and White Oak (Map 3).

9.3.2.1 Significant Species
There are no rare species known to occur in Point Ross Reserve.

9.3.2.2 Weeds
The reserve is relatively weed free, however a small amount of African Olive, Hawaiian Holly, Lantana,
Wild Tobacco, and Castor Oil are present in the central gully.

Kikuyu and Buffalo Grass are sufficiently hardy to survive on the exposed slopes of the reserve.  The
introduced grasses hold the soil and can provide shelter for young trees and shrubs, however dense swards of
Kikuyu and Buffalo Grass can suppress germination of pine seedlings and obstruct burrow-nesting seabirds.

9.3.3 Fauna
Point Ross is riddled with Ghostbird burrows.  White Terns also breed in the surviving large Norfolk Island
Pines and White Oaks.  A small number of Red-tailed Tropicbirds also nest in the reserve.  There have been
no comprehensive surveys of terrestrial vertebrates or invertebrates in Point Ross Reserve.

Crystal Pool supports a diverse range of corals, reef fish, and other marine fauna.

9.3.4 Cultural Heritage
No evidence of early Polynesian use of the reserve area has been found.  However, it is likely that
Polynesian people would have at least visited the area during the long period they inhabited Norfolk Island.

The land that is now Point Ross Reserve was not leased or granted during the First Settlement.  However, the
northern boundary of the reserve appears to coincide with the south-eastern boundary of Lot 70 (60 acres)
granted to a former marine, Thomas Williams1.

The 1840 ‘Arrowsmith’ map2 shows that the cliff tops for about 200m inland from the coast were uncleared.
Prisoner’s gardens are shown along Rocky Point Creek from where Rocky Point Road crosses the creek to
about 350m upstream from the sea.  Those gardens were part of Point Ross Farm, which abutted the “Pig
Run”, a 135 acre farm that was part of Longridge Agricultural Station to the north.  A “Signal Station” is
shown at the end of a track and appears to have been located on the crest of the ridge in what is now the
reserve.  A "Flag Staff" is shown a short distance to the south-east of the signal station, apparently on the
central ridge, perhaps close to the area that has severely eroded.  For signals to have been visible from the
sea, the area around this flag staff must have been cleared of forest or, more probably, was naturally low
vegetation, such as Native Flax.  A road running through Point Ross Farm connected the Signal Station to
the Agricultural Station at Longridge.

Point Ross was used during the Second World War as an observation and machine gun post to defend against
a possible enemy landing.  Built by N Force, this post was part of a network of observation posts around
Norfolk Island, which was strategically important in the Pacific theatre for ferrying newly constructed

                                                     
1 Settlers Lots on Norfolk Island 1791 – 1804.
2 Plan of Norfolk Island Shewing the General Nature of the Ground 1840.  Often referred to as the “Arrowsmith” map.  However,
John Arrowsmith was the lithographer who copied the map prepared or drawn by Major Barney, Royal Engineers Corp.  The map
accompanied a letter dated 20 February 1840 from Major Barney to the Colonial Secretary and was printed by James and Luke J.
Hansard on an order of the House of Commons dated 15 June 1841.
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aircraft to be deployed in the islands to the north, and to secure the telecommunications cable at Anson Bay.
A trench and gun pit that was roofed and camouflaged with rock was excavated on the top of Point Ross.
The roof and rocks have long disappeared and erosion has almost entirely removed all evidence of the trench
and gun pit.

During the early Third Settlement, Norfolk Island was surveyed and divided into blocks of approximately 50
acres.  The area that is now the reserve was within Portion 96: Rocky Point Creek formed the eastern
boundary and the portion adjoined what is now Bumbora Reserve.  By 18873, Portion 96 had been
subdivided and the northern section (96a) was occupied by Edward Quintal.  Portion 96a was later
subdivided and in 1971 the remaining western part (Portion 96c) of the original Portion 96 was declared a
reserve for the purposes of forestry and public recreation.  The reserve was used for grazing until 1990.

                                                     
3 Plan of Norfolk Island Shewing Grants and Subdivisions.  Signed by Walter Harper, Licensed Surveyor, and sent by him to the
Surveyor General on 20 October 1887.  Printed at the Surveyor General’s Office, Sydney, April 1888.
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9.4 Issues

9.4.1 Public Use
Apart from local residents fishing and swimming at Crystal Pool, the only public use of the reserve is
sightseeing by tourists.  Point Ross provides spectacular views of Phillip and Nepean Islands.

9.4.2 Access and Facilities
Access to the reserve is via Rocky Point Road (Map 2).  The dirt access road within the reserve has been
gravelled, but is subject to rutting and can be impassible to two wheel drive cars in wet weather.  Water
running down the road deposits road gravel and finer sediment in the car turning area in the reserve and is
eroding the gully and adjacent cliff slope.

Vehicular access is restricted to the formed track and parking area by low wooden posts.  A rough track up
the central ridge from the car park provides the Norfolk Island Parks and Forestry Service with four-wheel
drive access.  There are no recreational facilities.  However, the provision of barbecue facilities in the reserve
was suggested at public meeting4.

There are no formal walking tracks in the reserve.  Informal walking paths lead to the top of Point Ross and
down the cliff slope to Crystal Pool.  The soft soils on top of Point Ross are riddled with Ghostbird burrows
and tracks in this area are highly susceptible to erosion.  Erosion of the cliff slope has made the track to
Crystal Pool unstable and unsuitable for less agile persons.

9.4.3 Crystal Pool Track
Crystal Pool is a moderately popular swimming spot that is used by local people in good weather.  The
informal path down the cliff slope to the foreshore is eroded and steep.  However, the construction of an
access track to Crystal Pool would be difficult and costly.  Erosion of the cliff slope at this path is
exacerbated by surface drainage from the unsealed access road.

9.4.4 Habitat Rehabilitation and Development
The original native habitats within the reserve have been significantly altered by clearing and grazing.
Kikuyu and Buffalo Grass are the dominant vegetation in the reserve.

Concerns over future timber supplies and accelerating erosion prompted moves to fence the reserve in 1987.
In 1997, Norfolk Island Pines and White Oaks were planted on the headland and central ridge.  Planting trees
in rows facilitates maintenance and usually results in relatively quick canopy closure.  Natural regeneration,
enhancement planting, and selective removal can promote a more natural forest.

Much of Point Ross Reserve is exposed to strong southerly and south-easterly winds, resulting in high
mortality and slow growth rates of native trees.  Increased plantings of Flax and Oaks along cliff edges may
in time reduce wind velocity.

9.4.5 Breeding Seabird Habitat
Seabird nesting habitat along the cliff edge, particularly for White Terns and possibly Black Noddies, has
been reduced by the removal of large native trees over the past 200 years.  Replacement of coastal forest
cover with dense swards of Kikuyu is also likely to have reduced the area available to ground-nesting species
such as Ghostbirds.  The restoration of native cliff vegetation may provide more shelter and protection for
other ground-nesting seabirds.

                                                     
4 Discussed at public meeting held on 14 November 2000.
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9.4.6 Erosion
Clearing, grazing, and physical disturbance of coastal cliffs and slopes can accelerate natural coastal erosion.

The most severely eroded areas in the reserve are shown on Map 3.  These include advanced gully and sheet
erosion on the south-west facing slope of the central ridge of the reserve (marked A in Map 3), and the
severe scour and slumping on and around Point Ross headland.

Map 3: Areas of erosion in Point Ross reserve

Wartime defence structures on top of Point Ross and informal walking tracks may have exacerbated erosion
in some parts of the reserve, particularly where cliffs and steep slopes are riddled with Ghostbird burrows.

Water being channelled down the access road into the reserve is a major cause of erosion of the cliff at the
start of the informal track to Crystal Pool.

9.4.7 Forestry
Due to the exposed nature of much of the reserve, forestry plantations are difficult to establish.  A mixture of
Norfolk Island Pine and White Oak have been planted on the central ridge with limited success.  Some pines
will eventually reach harvestable size, however growth rates are likely to be low.

9.4.8 Pest Species

9.4.8.1 Weeds
Point Ross Reserve is relatively free of woody weeds.  There are a few woody weeds including African
Olive, Hawaiian Holly, Lantana, Wild Tobacco, and Castor Oil in the central gully.

Kikuyu and Buffalo Grass are particularly hardy and are the dominant vegetative cover on the steeper slopes
and cliffs in the reserve.  These introduced grasses hold the soil, slow erosion, and provide some protection
for rehabilitation and forestry plantings.
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9.5 Management Objectives
Vision: To conserve and enhance the scenic quality and biodiversity of the reserve for the enjoyment of
current and future generations of Norfolk Islanders and visitors and for the ongoing survival of its flora and
fauna.

9.5.1 Cultural Heritage Management
Aim: To maintain and enhance the scenic quality and character of the reserve.

Objective:
� Preserve the essential landscape elements of Point Ross Reserve.

9.5.2 Natural Heritage Management
Aim: To enhance native habitat and species diversity in the reserve.

Objectives:
� Stabilise and rehabilitate eroded areas (other than naturally eroding sea cliffs and slopes).
� Develop native forest habitat in the central gully and slopes.
� Enhance coastal cliff vegetation and breeding seabird habitat.

9.5.3 Pest Species Management
Aim: To reduce the impacts of pest species in the reserve.

Objective:
� Control invasive introduced weeds in the reserve.

9.5.4 Recreation Management
Aim: To provide for appropriate recreation and commercial use.

Objective:
� Manage impacts associated with public use of the reserve.

9.5.5 Education and Interpretation
Aim: To promote knowledge and understanding of Norfolk Island’s cultural and natural history and issues
related to conserving and managing Point Ross Reserve.

Objectives:
� Define and develop interpretation/education resource material specific to the reserve.
� Encourage scientific and educational activities in the reserve that contribute to the community’s

understanding of and public support for environmental conservation and management.
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9.6 Management Strategies and Actions

9.6.1 Cultural Heritage Management
Scenic seascapes and ocean views are the reserve’s major cultural attribute.  Maintaining this open vista will
be important in planting designs and vegetation management.

All that remains of the World War II gun pit/observation post and associated earthworks is a shallow eroded
depression on the crest of Point Ross.  It is impractical to undertake any works to reconstruct or protect this
site.

9.6.2 Natural Heritage Management

9.6.2.1 Erosion Control
Eroded areas other than the naturally eroding cliffs and slopes will be stabilised by:

� appropriately managing surface runoff from the road into the reserve;

� filling and shaping the area of gully and sheet erosion (Area A, Map 3); and

� promoting native vegetation cover through planting and weed control programs.

9.6.2.2 Habitat Rehabilitation
Habitat rehabilitation will focus on restoring eroded areas; increasing forest diversity; restoring gully
vegetation; and promoting native coastal habitat.

The severely eroded areas around Point Ross will be progressively planted with locally occurring cliff
species such as Pig face, Coprosma, Chaff-Flower, Native Flax, Native Coast Lily, Coastal Lobelia, White
Oak, and Moo-oo.

9.6.2.2.1 Rehabilitation Plantings
The exposed coastal conditions make establishing vegetation extremely difficult.  Natural recruitment of
native species will be promoted and monitored where possible.

Restoration of native forest habitat through natural regeneration will be enhanced by removing competitive
weed species.  Where necessary, appropriate native species will be planted to increase the density and
diversity of the native forest.  Seed will be spread by hand to enhance the natural regeneration of Native Flax
and other colonising native flora on the coastal cliffs.

To increase protection, scattered clumps of White Oaks will be planted to the windward of the areas
previously planted with pines.

Where possible, native species seedlings used in rehabilitation planting will be propagated from plants
growing in the reserve.  Direct hand seeding will supplement natural regeneration in areas where local seed
plants are absent or infertile.

9.6.3 Pest Species Management

9.6.3.1 Weed Control
Kikuyu and Buffalo Grass close to planted trees will continue to be sprayed with herbicide.  Woody weeds in
the central gully will be removed.  However, removing large woody weeds from steep cliff slopes is difficult
and likely to exacerbate erosion and expose nearby native plants.  Selective control techniques such as basal-
bark spraying will be trialed to control weeds on steep slopes and cliffs.
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The long-term weed control strategy in the reserve will be based on:

� establishing a healthy native forest cover;

� basal bark and cut stump herbicide application;

� removing young weeds by hand;

� mulching or weed matting in some areas;

� appropriate use of herbicides and minimum disturbance control techniques;

� intensively controlling weeds in tree fall clearings and supplementary planting of native species
as necessary; and

� mechanised weed control, including slashing between rows of planted trees until canopy closure.

9.6.3.2 Fungus Control
The incidence and effect of Phellinus noxius in the reserve will be monitored and minimised by enhancing
forest diversity and minimising disturbance and damage to tree butts and roots.

9.6.4 Recreation Management

9.6.4.1 Public Safety
A sign will be placed at the car park warning visitors that if they proceed they should be aware of potential
hazards such as steep cliffs, Ghostbird holes, slippery boulders, and unpredictable large waves.

9.6.4.2 Picnic and BBQ Facilities
There are no picnic or barbecue facilities in the reserve, nor is it intended to provide such facilities.  The
need for picnic and barbecue facilities will be reviewed periodically by the Conservator of Public Reserves.

9.6.4.3 Walking Tracks
Walking tracks along the coast and linking the car park and vegetation areas may be developed as the forest
vegetation becomes more established.

9.6.4.4 Vehicles
The access road into the reserve will be reshaped and sealed.  Guttering and other drainage control devices
will be installed to manage water that runs down the road into the reserve.  Runoff from the road and the car
park/turning area will be diverted away from the Crystal Pool track slope.  Flow control devices will be
installed to ensure that road runoff does not cause erosion in the reserve.

Vehicle control barriers will be erected to prevent non-authorised vehicle access beyond the vehicle
turning/parking area.

9.6.5 Education and Interpretation
The reserve provides opportunities for the public to observe native flora and fauna, especially Ghostbirds and
a variety of natural processes, including geological formations, coastal erosion, and adaptation and survival
of coastal cliff plants in harsh exposed conditions.  Point Ross Reserve also provides spectacular views of
Norfolk’s coast and Phillip and Nepean Islands.

9.6.5.1. Interpretation Strategy
An Interpretation Strategy and interpretive material for Point Ross Reserve will be developed as resources
become available.  The principal interpretation and education themes in the reserve will be:

� natural habitats;
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� significant species;

� cultural heritage: role in WWII observation network.

� conservation, land management and the environment; and

� impacts of human activity and sustainable resource use.

Community involvement in the development and delivery of the Interpretation Strategy is encouraged.

9.6.5.2. Signs
Interpretive signs will be designed and erected in appropriate locations and in accordance with the
interpretation strategy.  Location and appropriate warning signs will be erected at the entrance to the reserve.

9.6.5.3. School Visits
The Norfolk Island Parks and Forestry Service will encourage, and where possible assist with, appropriate
school visits to the reserve that are designed to provide an understanding of Norfolk’s natural and cultural
heritage and aimed to encourage students to participate in environmental protection, research and
rehabilitation.

9.6.5.4. Walking Tours
Walking tours in the reserve will be discouraged.

9.6.5.5. Community Group
A community interest group will be encouraged to assist in the development and implementation of
management programs in Point Ross Reserve.

9.6.6 Forestry
There will be no forestry zones established in the reserve.

Trees will not be taken for timber from the reserve, unless to do so is considered by the Conservator of
Public Reserves to be in the interests of the conservation and management of the reserve.

9.7 Research and Monitoring
The Conservator of Public Reserves will develop a strategy for conducting research and for monitoring the
effectiveness of management programs in the reserve.  Photopoints will be established in significant areas.
A photographic record will be kept of all stages of project implementation.  Where practical, alternative
techniques will be trialed to assess management strategies and effects.
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9.8 Controlled Activities
This Section shall be read in conjunction with Section 11 of the Plan of Management (Part A) and the Public
Reserves Act 1997.

Section 11 of the Plan of Management (Part A):

� approves specific controlled activities, with respect to all public reserves;

� provides general guidelines in respect of granting approvals and permits for controlled activities,
with respect to all public reserves;

� specifies activities5 in accordance with section 47(2) of the Public Reserves Act 1997 that shall
not be undertaken in any public reserve without a permit; and

� provides general guidelines in respect of granting permits for activities specified in accordance
with section 47(2) of the Act.

This section of the Plan of Management (Part B) specifies controlled activities in accordance with Section 47
of the Public Reserves Act 1997 in relation to the use of Point Ross Reserve.

9.8.1 Camping
Camping shall not be permitted in Point Ross Reserve

9.8.2 Vehicles
The access road, turning loop and car parking areas shown on Map 2 are approved for motor vehicle use,
provided such motor vehicles are private or commercial vehicles other than plant or equipment or a bus or
other motor vehicle being used to carry passengers that has dimensions or capacity in excess of:

a. Length: 7 metres

b. Width: 2.3 metres

c. Height: 2.8 metres

d. Tare Weight: 3,500 kg.

                                                     
5  The activities specified are additional to the Controlled Activities prescribed in Part V of the Public Reserves Act
1997.


