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Section 7: MIDDLERIDGE RESERVE PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART B

7.1 Introduction
This Part B Plan of Management applies to Middleridge Reserve.

Middleridge Reserve is located near the centre of Norfolk Island (29�02’S, 167�57’E), opposite the
Norfolk Island Central School (Map 1).  The reserve is 0.2 hectares in area and is located in a highly
modified and developed area.  The most significant feature of this very small reserve is a large
“banyan” tree or Moreton Bay Fig planted in the early 1900's.  This tree has cultural significance as a
local landmark.  The reserve does not contain any native habitat.  It is currently used as a drop off point
for children attending the neighbouring childcare centre, a parking area, and for grazing and shade by
cattle.

The general locality of the reserve on Norfolk Island is referred to as Middlegate.

Map 1: Norfolk Island: Location of Middleridge Reserve

Middleridge Reserve was proclaimed a reserve under the Commons and Public Reserves Act 1936 on
21 October 1976.

7.1.1 Previous Plans
This is the first Plan of Management prepared for Middleridge Reserve.

7.1.2 Register on the National Estate
Middleridge Reserve is not listed on the Register of the National Estate.

7.1.3 IUCN Category

The reserve does not fit any IUCN category, however the significance of the “banyan” tree lends weight
to its placement within IUCN Category III - Natural Monument: a protected area managed mainly for
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conservation of specific natural features.  The definition of this category is an area containing one, or
more, specific natural or natural/cultural feature which is of outstanding or unique value because of its
inherent rarity, representative or aesthetic qualities or cultural significance.  Protecting the outstanding
features of this area is a priority because of the natural significance, and unique or representational
quality.

7.2 Conservation Significance
Middleridge Reserve was created when vacant Crown land at Middlegate was sub-divided in 1968.
Middleridge Reserve has no significant conservation values, except for the single large “banyan” tree
which is an important local landmark.

7.3 Description

Map 2: Middleridge Reserve: Features and Boundaries

7.3.1 Geology and Landform
Middleridge Reserve is a small part of a relatively extensive flat area that was once generally known as
'Middleridge'.  The reserve sits on the centre of the ridge that separates the Town Creek catchment that
drains southwards to Kingston, from the Cascade Creek and Simon’s Water catchments that drain
northwards.

7.3.2 Vegetation
There are no remnants of the native forest that once covered this part of Norfolk Island in Middleridge
Reserve.  Five Norfolk Island Pines occur in the road easement along the northern boundary of the
reserve.  These are part of the row of pines planted along the southern side of Queen Elizabeth Avenue
and Collins Head Road to celebrate the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II on 2 June 19531.

                                                     
1 Coronation day: Queen Elizabeth II.
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7.3.2.1 Significant Species
Although there are no remnants of native forest in the reserve, there is a moderately large “banyan” tree
or Moreton Bay Fig.  A native of north-eastern New South Wales and south-eastern Queensland, this
tree was planted on the site of an old well by Albert Edward “Barty” Quintal in the early 1900’s2.

7.3.2.2 Weeds
Areas of the reserve which are not trafficked by motor vehicles are covered with introduced Kikuyu
Grass and a number of other introduced weed species that are typical of grazed pastures and disturbed
areas on Norfolk.

The reserve is virtually free of woody weeds, with only a few Lantana seedlings, some young Wild
Tobacco, and scattered small Hawaiian Holly.  There is one medium-sized African Olive in the
southern corner of the reserve, together with a medium-sized Privet tree.  Some Cape Honeysuckle is
also present in the reserve.  This species was commonly planted to form a dense hedge around gardens
and houses and is probably from a garden hedge planted by Barty and Dorothy Quintal.  The dense
thicket of Lantana and other weeds that covered the eastern end of the reserve was cleared in 1997.  A
few individuals of other weed species are present, including Poison Bush and the golden-flowering
“Acacia” or “Cassia”.

7.3.3 Fauna
There is no significant native fauna in the reserve.

7.3.4 Cultural Heritage
No evidence of early Polynesian use of the reserve area has been found; however, as with many other
parts of the island, it is likely that Polynesian people would have at least visited the area during the long
period they inhabited Norfolk Island.

One of the earliest public works on Norfolk Island in the First Settlement was the clearing of a walking
track between the settlement at Kingston and the landing area at Cascade. Today, Middlegate and
Cascade Roads pretty much follow the route of that 1789 track.

A plan showing grants and leases of land on Norfolk between 1791 and 18043 shows that the land
which is now Middleridge Reserve was not granted or leased before 1804, and the nearest occupied
land appears to be Lot 18 (12 acres), which is slightly to the south of the present reserve.  Lot 18 was a
government lot leased to Jas. (John?) Murphy, late convict, in 1792 and was occupied from 1794-6, but
not in 1804.  The land between Lot 18 and the present reserve is relatively flat and it is likely that it
would have been used for pastoral activities and perhaps partially cleared before the settlement on
Norfolk Island was abandoned in 1814.

                                                     
2 Each species of fig relies on a specific wasp for the fertilisation of its fruit.  The Moreton Bay figs on Norfolk Island do not
produce viable fruits because the wasp species with which it has an obligate symbiotic relationship is not present on the island.
3 Settlers Lots on Norfolk Island 1791 - 1804.
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Map 3: 1840 Survey Plan of Norfolk Island: Sucker Ground Farm

The 1840 ‘Arrowsmith’ map (Map 4) prepared by Major George Barney4 shows the present
Middleridge Reserve as part of a cleared area that ran along both sides of the road from Kingston to
Cascade (now Middlegate Road and Cascade Road), in the vicinity of the intersection with the road
running east-west (now Queen Elizabeth Avenue and Collins Head Road).  The cleared area north from
that intersection is shown as “Sucker Ground Farm”.  “Pine Tree Flat” is shown on the ridge to the
south.

The 1887 map of Norfolk Island shows the area of the present reserve in the western part of portion 54.
At that time, portion 54 consisted of two parts: the eastern part (12 acres, 3 roods 28 perches [5.23
hectares]), in the name of William F. Dufty5, and the western part (38 acres, 0 roods and 22 perches
[15.43 hectares]).  A survey mark (trigonometric station named “Wilkinson”) is shown in the north-
western sector of portion 54, with an elevation of 484 feet (147.5m).  That survey mark appears to have
been on what is now portion 54c15(rem), near the south-eastern boundary between 54c9 and 54c86.

                                                     
4 Plan of Norfolk Island Shewing the General Nature of the Ground.  Often referred to as the “Arrowsmith” map, 1840.
However John Arrowsmith was the lithographer who copied the map prepared or drawn by Major Barney, Royal Engineers
Corp.  The map accompanied a letter dated 20 February 1840 from Major Barney to the Colonial Secretary and was printed by
James and Luke J. Hansard on an order of the House of Commons dated 15 June 1841.
5 Named “Walter Frederic Dufty” in the Commissioners’ Report on Norfolk Island, 1896.
6 The trigonometric station “Wilkinson” (elevation 484ft) is also shown on the 1904 map.
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Map 4: 1904 Survey Plan of Norfolk Island showing reserve area and Wilkinson Trigonometric
Station

Map 2, a detail of the 1904 survey map, shows the boundaries of the easternmost part of portion 54
unchanged but renamed as portion 54a in the name of Charles F. Rossiter.  A new portion, portion 54b,
adjoining the western boundary of 54a (12 acres, 2 roods and 0 perches [5.06 hectares]) had been taken
up by Charles Medley Evans.  The remaining western part of portion 54, now 54c, was reduced to 25
acres, 2 roods and 22 perches (10.38 hectares), and included the reserve.  The ‘Middle Gate Reserve’
shown on the 1904 map, north of the Middlegate Road/Collins Head Road intersection, is the land on
which the Norfolk Island Central School is sited, but is no longer a public reserve.

On 1 January 1906, Albert Edward “Barty” Quintal was granted a lease over portion 54c, which
included the present reserve and was the last remaining part of the 1856 Quintal family grant.  Barty
built a home immediately to the south of the present reserve (now the site of the Banyan Park
Playcentre) and dug a deep well on the present reserve.  He later filled in the well because of the loud
thundering noises which used to emanate from it7 and he planted the “banyan” tree on the site of that
well.

Albert died on 10 December 1926 and Dorothy Quintal lived at the home built by her husband until her
death in April 1963.  In March 1968 the Minister for External Territories approved the forfeiture of
Crown lease portion 54, with a half acre block (now 54c9) containing the residence being leased in the
name of the Estate (because portion 54 was one of the original 1856 grants).  That lease was revoked on
10 November 1975.

                                                     
7 The noises from the “Thundering Well”, as this Well came to be called, are said to have coincided with high tides.  The
closest part of the coast is at the mouth of Bloody Bridge Creek (approximately 1,710m to the south-east) (Peggy Evans.
Personal communication).  It is interesting to note that in 1987 Peter French (who married Natalie Quintal, Dorothy and Albert
Quintal’s granddaughter) had a bore drilled near the bottom of the valley adjacent to the Botanic Gardens.  That bore
commenced at about 103m above sea level and was drilled to 97.5m, at which depth the drill intersected with a “fissure”.
Drilling was abandoned and it was subsequently noticed that air was constantly being either forced out of or sucked into the
bore hole with sufficient force to make it difficult to hold a plastic garbage bag over the borehole by hand.  Unfortunately no
systematic observations have been made which might provide an explanation of the ebb and flow of air at that borehole.  The
borehole is approximately 1550m from the nearest part of the coast.
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Figure 1: View looking northwest over Barty Quintal's land at Middlegate8

In December 1968, the bulk of the land which Albert and Dorothy Quintal had leased was subdivided to
form the “Middleridge sub-division”.  The Middleridge Reserve was part of that sub-division, but was
not proclaimed until 1976.

                                                     
8 Taken from up in a pine tree during 1926, photographer Roy Bell.  Scanned from “Old Norfolk Town - The past in pictures”,
K. & K.A. Davies (with the author’s permission).
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7.4 Issues

7.4.1 Public Use
The reserve is unfenced on three sides, allowing pedestrian access from Middlegate and Collins Head
roads into the reserve.  Vehicles can access the reserve from Middlegate Road and from the land to the
east of the reserve.  The reserve is principally used as a car parking area by school students and as a
drop-off and pick-up area by parents with children at the Banyan Park Playcentre.  Cattle shelter under
the “banyan” tree and graze in the reserve.

7.4.2 Habitat Rehabilitation and Development
There is no native flora or fauna of any significance in the reserve, which has been significantly
degraded by stock and motor vehicles.  Without fencing or protective pallets, grazing in the reserve
prevents the establishment of native plants.

7.4.3 Access and Facilities
There are no public facilities provided in Middleridge Reserve.  The reserve is too small to
accommodate a picnic or BBQ area and public toilets are not required in this area.

Access to the reserve is provided via an eroded dirt access track.  During prolonged wet weather, the
condition of the dirt road deteriorates.  The access track is located close to the “banyan” tree and it is
likely that vehicles driving on the track impact upon the tree roots.

7.4.4 Vehicles
The reserve provides a convenient and reasonably safe location as a drop-off and pick-up area for
parents with children at the Banyan Park Playcentre and for car parking.  The reserve is also used as a
vehicle access to part of portions 54c15 (rem) and 54c11, to the east of the reserve, which are used as
an “overflow” car parking area by students attending Norfolk Island Central School.  The use of the
reserve as a car park has become well established, although this does not appear to have been the
intention of the Norfolk Island Council at the time the Middleridge sub-division was planned, or of the
Administrator in the first few years after the playcentre opened.
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7.5 Management Objectives
Vision: To conserve and enhance the scenic quality and biodiversity of the reserve for the enjoyment of
current and future generations of Norfolk Islanders and visitors and for the ongoing survival of its flora
and fauna.

7.5.1 Cultural Heritage Management
Aim: To ensure the “banyan” tree and the well on which it has been planted are conserved as
important features of the island’s cultural heritage, and restore the scenic quality and character of the
reserve.

Objectives:
� Monitor and protect the “banyan” tree.
� Improve the essential landscape elements of Middleridge Reserve.

7.5.2 Natural Heritage Management
Aim: To improve and maintain natural features of the reserve.

Objective:
� Use native species in landscape plantings.

7.5.3 Pest Species Management
Aim: To reduce the negative impacts of pest species in the reserve.

Objective:
� Control invasive introduced weeds throughout the reserve.

7.5.4 Education and Interpretation
Aim: To promote knowledge and understanding of Norfolk Island’s cultural and natural history and
issues related to conserving and managing Middleridge Reserve.

Objectives:
� Define and develop interpretation/education resource material specific to the reserve.
� Encourage scientific and educational activities in the reserve that contribute to the community’s

understanding of and public support for environmental conservation and management.

7.5.5 Vehicle Management
Aim: To review the appropriateness of the current use of the reserve by motor vehicles.

Objective:
� Review vehicular access and use of the reserve and surrounding areas.
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7.6 Management Strategies and Actions

7.6.1 Cultural Heritage Management
The “banyan” tree in the most important feature in the reserve.

The health of the tree will be assessed and activities that may adversely affect it will be reviewed.  The
health of the tree will take precedence over use of the reserve by vehicles and stock.  If necessary,
vehicles and stock will be restricted or excluded entirely.

The Conservator of Public Reserves will review the use of the reserve in consultation with the
community, in particular the Banyan Park Playcentre and the Norfolk Island Central School.  In
particular, that review will consider alternative vehicle access and parking for those facilities.

7.6.2 Natural Heritage Management

7.6.2.1 Habitat Rehabilitation and Development
There are no native trees in the reserve at present, nor is there sufficient area to develop significant
native habitat.

7.6.2.1.1 Rehabilitation Planting
There is some scope for appropriate landscaping that would improve the amenity of the area and
provide a setting for interpreting some aspects of Norfolk Island’s environment and cultural heritage.
Any landscaping design will be developed in association with community interest groups, in particular
the Norfolk Island Central School, Banyan Park Playcentre, and the Bounty Folk Museum.  The nature
and extent of landscaping would depend on the outcome of the review of the use of the reserve for car
parking, vehicle access to adjacent land, and access to cattle.

A small number of native trees will be planted in pallets in the southern part of the reserve to replace
the African Olive that will be removed.

7.6.3 Pest Species Management

7.6.3.1 Weed Control
Kikuyu grass in the reserve will continue to be managed by grazing stock unless the review of the use
of the reserve recommends that cattle should be excluded from the reserve.  Other weeds in the reserve,
such as Lantana, Tobacco, and Poison Bush, will be controlled by hand clearing.  The African Olive in
the southern corner of the reserve will be removed.

7.6.4 Recreation Management

7.6.4.1 Fences, Gates and Stiles
The reserve is unfenced on three sides.  It is not intended to fence the reserve or to erect any gates or
stiles unless the review of the use of the reserve recommends that cattle should be excluded from the
reserve.  However, it may be appropriate at some time in the future to erect a rustic timber post and rail
fence along the Collins Head Road and part of the Middlegate Road boundaries, to decrease the
movement of stock from the reserve onto these busy roads.
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7.6.4.2 Vehicles
The use of the reserve by vehicles will be reviewed.  If following that review it is decided that some
vehicle access is appropriate, areas that may be used by vehicles will be defined (perhaps with timber
barriers) and appropriately surfaced.

7.6.4.3 Rubbish
Currently there are no rubbish bins in the reserve; however, the number, type, and location of rubbish
bins in the reserve will be reviewed periodically by the Conservator of Public Reserves.

7.6.5 Education and Interpretation
The reserve provides opportunities for interpretation of the history of Norfolk’s settlement and
development, particularly aspects of Pitcairner settlement and use of the land.

7.6.5.1 Interpretation Strategy
An Interpretation Strategy and interpretive material for Middleridge Reserve will be developed as
resources become available.  The principal interpretation and education themes in the reserve will be:

� natural habitats;

� conservation, land management and the environment;

� impacts of human activity and sustainable resource use; and

� cultural context and significance of the “banyan” tree.

Community involvement in the development and delivery of the Interpretation Strategy is encouraged.

7.6.5.2 Signs
Place signs will be erected on the Middlegate Road and Collins Head Road boundaries of the reserve as
appropriate.

Interpretive signs will be designed and erected in appropriate locations and in accordance with the
interpretation strategy.  Given the size of the reserve, it is envisaged that interpretive signs will be
minimal.  Other interpretive signs will be designed as a planning element of any landscaping project
undertaken and will be integrated with plantings.

7.6.5.3 School Visits
The Norfolk Island Parks and Forestry Service will encourage, and where possible assist with,
appropriate school visits to the reserve that are designed to provide an understanding of Norfolk’s
natural and cultural heritage and aimed to encourage students to participate in environmental
protection, research and rehabilitation.

7.6.5.4 Community Group
A community interest group will be encouraged to assist in the development and implementation of
management programs in Middleridge Reserve.

7.7 Research and Monitoring
The Conservator of Public Reserves will monitor the “banyan” tree and the effectiveness of
management programs in the reserve.
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7.8 Controlled Activities
This Section shall be read in conjunction with Section 11 of the Plan of Management (Part A) and the
Public Reserves Act 1997.

Section 11 of the Plan of Management (Part A):

� approves specific controlled activities, with respect to all public reserves;

� provides general guidelines in respect of granting approvals and permits for controlled
activities, with respect to all public reserves;

� specifies activities9 in accordance with section 47(2) of the Public Reserves Act 1997 that
shall not be undertaken in any public reserve without a permit; and

� provides general guidelines in respect of granting permits for activities specified in
accordance with section 47(2) of the Act.

This Section of the Plan of Management (Part B) specifies controlled activities in accordance with
Section 47 of the Public Reserves Act 1997 in relation to the use of Middleridge Reserve.

7.8.1 Motor Vehicles
Private motor vehicles may be driven and temporarily parked on Middleridge Reserve until such time as
the Conservator of Public Reserves otherwise directs by notice in the Gazette.

7.8.2 Camping
Camping shall not be permitted in Middleridge Reserve.

7.8.3 Commercial Activities
Commercial activities shall not be permitted in the reserve unless the Conservator of Public Reserves is
satisfied that such activities are in the interests of the conservation and management of the reserve, or
essential to the interpretive and education aims of this plan.

“Commercial” has the same meaning as “commercial activity” in section 46 of the Public Reserves Act
1997.

                                                     
9  The activities specified are additional to the Controlled Activities prescribed in Part V of the Public Reserves
Act 1997.


