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Section 1: ANSON BAY RESERVE PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART B

1.1 Introduction
This Part B Plan of Management applies to Anson Bay Reserve.

Map 1 shows the location of the reserve on the north-west coast of Norfolk Island (29º 04’S, 167º 56’E).
This small (5.45 hectare) reserve includes the southern part of Anson Bay beach, one of the few sandy
beaches on the Island, and a popular surfing and body boarding spot.  Pedestrian access to the beach is via
a grassy vehicle track that winds through the reserve down steep cliff slopes from Anson Bay Road.

Map 1:  Location of Anson Bay Reserve

Anson Bay Reserve was proclaimed a reserve under the Commons and Public Reserves Act 1936 on 4
February 1937 for the purposes of communication cable, landing, shipping and recreation.

1.1.1 Previous Plans
This is the first Plan of Management prepared for Anson Bay Reserve.

1.1.2 Boundaries
The reserve’s boundaries were extended on 4 November 1999 to include the cliff top and picnic area
(portion 110a[rem]), and a narrow coastal portion between Anson Bay and Selwyn reserves (portion
113d[rem]).

The pedestrian and emergency service access track to Anson Bay beach traverses the coastal section of
freehold portion 110c (west of Anson Bay Road, part of the Telstra communications station).  Returning
that portion to public ownership would provide for the long-term conservation of the beach strand and
cliff habitats on that portion and facilitate continued maintenance of the track by Norfolk Island Parks and
Forestry Service.  The access track to the beach is a public road.  The notice gazetting this track as a
public road will be revoked and the track will be incorporated into Anson Bay Reserve.
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Map 2:  Boundaries and IUCN Categories of Anson Bay Reserve

1.1.3 Register of the National Estate
Anson Bay Reserve was listed on the Register of the National Estate on 21 October 1980.

1.1.4 IUCN Category
The major portion of this small reserve fits IUCN Category V – Protected Landscape/seascape: protected
area managed mainly for landscape/seascape conservation and recreation1.  The definition of this category
is an area of land, with coast and sea as appropriate, where the interaction of people and nature over time
has produced an area of distinctive character with significant aesthetic, ecological and/or cultural value,
often with high biological diversity.  Safeguarding the integrity of this traditional interaction is vital to the
protection, maintenance and evolution of such an area.

Some parts of the reserve have special habitat values and support uncommon or rare communities and
species.  The most significant of these areas are best classified as Category IV: Habitat Species
Management Area and managed to ensure the conservation of the geographically restricted strand
community and associated rare plants.  This area is identified in Map 2.

1.2 Conservation Significance
Anson Bay Reserve has significant geological, biological conservation, historical and landscape values.
It provides opportunities for recreation and contains significant native flora and fauna.  The outstanding
coastal scenery of Anson Bay is a major tourist attraction and is widely used in promotional material to
demonstrate the intrinsic natural beauty of Norfolk Island.  The high cliffs with impressive exposures of
columnar basalt lava flows and colourful layers of volcanic ash and scoria are visually and geologically
interesting.

                                                     
1 International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Protected Area categories as modified in IUCN (1994) Guidelines
for Protected Area Management Categories, IUCN, Gland, Switzerland.



ANSON BAY RESERVE PLAN OF MANAGEMENT PART B 3

The beach dunes, a strand habitat restricted on Norfolk Island, contain a number of rare and uncommon
plants.  The continued survival in the wild of some of Norfolk’s rarest plants, including the endemic
Norfolk Island Euphorbia, depends on the conservation of coastal cliff habitats.  The coastal cliffs also
provide important breeding habitat for seabirds.

An historically significant World War II (WWII) gun emplacement/observation post is situated on low
coastal cliffs near the southern boundary of the reserve (on former portion 113d[rem]).

1.3 Description

1.3.1 Geology and Landform
The reserve is dominated by the coastal cliffs and steep slopes that rise about 100m from the shore to the
plateau (Map 3).  The sloping, massive basalt lava flows exposed along the cliffs below the picnic area
cooled slowly to form impressive vertical columns.  The dark grey/black basalt flows are overlain and
interleaved in places by massive layers of pale yellow volcanic ash and purple to red mixtures of ash and
scoria, a visible record of different eruptions when the island was an active volcano 2 – 3 million years
ago.

Strand vegetation community

Map 3:  Topography and Features of Anson Bay Reserve

Much of the upper third of the coastal slopes are actively eroding, exposing deeply-weathered basalts and
tuffs (ash).  The gully erosion and slope and cliff instability in parts of the reserve is significantly more
active than along much of Norfolk’s coastline, apparently as a result of overgrazing, construction of
access tracks and altered surface water flows.

1.3.2 Vegetation
The reserve has a long history of disturbance since European settlement.  In the small flat picnic area, the
narrow flat section between Anson Bay Road and the steep slopes to the beach, only a few remnant
mature Norfolk Island Pines and White Oaks remain of the original native forest, most trees having been
removed for timber and to provide for grazing.  The steeper coastal slopes above the beach that would
formerly have been covered in flax have been grazed by stock for much of the past two hundred years and
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are now dominated by introduced Kikuyu grass.  The remnant forest on the coastal slopes below the
picnic area has been moderately infested with introduced woody weeds, particularly African Olive,
Hawaiian Holly and Lantana, as a result of disturbance from grazing and works during WWII to provide
access to the coastal observation post.

1.3.2.1 Native Plant Communities
Although degraded by invasive woody weeds, a range of native habitats extend from the sandy beaches
that support scrambling dune communities dominated by Norfolk Island Bean and Native Vigna.  Wind
pruned White Oak, Native Flax, Moo-oo and Coastal Lily dominate remnants of native coastal cliff
vegetation that still persist on steeper less accessible cliff faces.  In more protected areas this grades into
denser coastal forest with a diverse understorey.  These remnant forests still support small numbers of
rarer species including Norfolk Island Hibiscus, Shade Tree and Norfolk Island Euphorbia.

1.3.2.2 Significant Species
The remnant forest area in the southern section of the reserve contains a diverse community of native
species including a small but significant population of the rare Shade Tree.  Only one mature Norfolk
Island Euphorbia has been found in the reserve.

1.3.2.3 Weeds
Patches of remnant native forest contain stands of African Olive, Hawaiian Holly, and Porpieh.
Additionally, along the edge of the native forest and where a disturbance in the canopy has occurred, wild
tobacco, castor oil plant, lantana and morning glory occur in small numbers.  Scattered patches of
blackberry occur in a small area of the hillside near the access track to Anson Bay.  The top region of the
reserve and the picnic/BBQ area are dominated by kikuyu grass resulting from grazing.

1.3.3 Fauna
Green Turtles formerly bred at Anson Bay beach, and although individual turtles often occur in Anson
Bay, no breeding attempts have been recorded in the past half century.

During summer, breeding White Terns are the most visible fauna in the reserve.  The burrows of the
Ghostbird or Wedge-tailed Shearwater are common along the cliff edges.  Little Shearwaters and Red-
tailed Tropicbirds also nest in the reserve.  Although no comprehensive surveys have been undertaken in
recent years, it is likely that in addition to the more common native birds, Scarlet Robin, Golden Whistler
and perhaps Long-billed White-eye, Norfolk Island Green Parrot and the Norfolk Island Boobook Owl
occur in the remnant forest.

1.3.4 Cultural Heritage
No evidence of early Polynesian use of the reserve area has yet been found, however the sandy beach is
readily accessible from the sea and from the plateau above and is likely to have been visited during the
era of Polynesian settlement at Emily Bay.  Much of Norfolk Island was cleared and farmed by
Europeans during the “First Settlement”, which began with King’s landing at Kingston in 1788.
However, a plan showing grants and leases of land on Norfolk between 1791 and 18042 does not show
any land being taken up or settled in Anson Bay Reserve area during that period.

The 1840 ‘Arrowsmith’ map (Map 4) prepared by Major George Barney3 shows a track to “Anson’s” Bay
in about the same position as the current road.  By this time, an area inland from the reserve, in the
vicinity of Bullocks Hut Road, shown as “Sheep Station”, had been cleared and settled but the coastal
forest remained.  The track appears to have followed closely along the cliff top around Anson Bay and
                                                     
2 Settlers Lots on Norfolk Island 1791 - 1804.
3 Plan of Norfolk Island Shewing the General Nature of the Ground.  Often referred to as the “Arrowsmith” map, 1840.
However John Arrowsmith was the lithographer who copied the map prepared or drawn by Major Barney, Royal Engineers
Corp.  The map accompanied a letter dated 20 February 1840 from Major Barney to the Colonial Secretary and was printed by
James and Luke J. Hansard on an order of the House of Commons dated 15 June 1841.
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Anson Point then north towards Point Vincent.  By 1860, the whole of the Island had been divided into
blocks of approximately 50 acres.  The area that is now Anson Bay Reserve was within portion 110.  The
1904 map of Norfolk Island4 shows cables to Fiji, Queensland and New Zealand at Anson Bay; the access
track to the beach in much the same location as it is today; and the area of Anson Bay Reserve (prior to 4
November 1999) marked as “Reserve”, but not named.

Map 4:  1840 Plan of Norfolk Island Showing the Anson Bay Area and Marjoram Farm

The Pacific Cable Board station at Anson Bay5 provided the first telegraphic contact between Norfolk
Island and the outside world by cable linking Australia and New Zealand to Fiji and North America from
19026.  The current ANZCAN cable system has been operated on the same site since 1982.  A display at
the Telstra communications station on Anson Bay Road, adjacent to the reserve, informs the public of the
place of this cable station in Australian communication history and the major role it played in the
economic and cultural development of Norfolk Island.  The cable and cable station are not in the reserve,
but access for servicing the cable was constructed through part of the reserve.

Two observation posts were located in the reserve during WWII to defend against possible landings by
enemy forces.  The structure of the more substantial observation post can be found moderately intact on
the low coastal cliff near the southern boundary of the reserve.  Built by N Force, these were part of a
network of observation posts around the island, which was strategically important in the Pacific theatre
for ferrying newly constructed aircraft to be deployed in the islands to the north.

                                                     
4 Map of Norfolk Island Shewing Grants and Subdivisions 1904.  Signed by Murphy, Government Surveyor, 8 February 1904.
An inset labelled “Australasia” on this map shows the cable links to Australia and New Zealand.
5 Crown Grant of Portion 110c to the Pacific Cable Board, 12 January 1906.
6 Treadgold, M.L., (1988), Bounteous bestowal: The economic history of Norfolk Island. The Australian National University
National Centre for Development Studies, Pacific Research Monograph no. 18, Canberra.
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1.4 Issues

1.4.1 Public Use
The reserve is a popular venue for picnicking and sightseeing and provides access to Anson Bay for
surfing/body boarding, swimming and rock fishing.

1.4.2 Access and Facilities
Growth in tourist numbers during the late 1990’s has resulted in increasing use of the Anson Bay picnic
area, which places some pressure on the existing facilities.  Grassed areas in the picnic area and between
Anson Bay Road and the start of the access track to the beach have been damaged by increased vehicle
traffic.  Minor vandalism to picnic area facilities occurs occasionally, as does the theft of picnic tables.

The Anson Bay Reserve picnic area was upgraded as part of a Year 2000 Millennium project jointly
funded by the Westpac Banking Corporation and the Norfolk Island Parks and Forestry Service.  The
access road from Anson Bay Road to the picnic area was raised and sealed and culverts and a pipe
installed to manage storm water flows from Anson Bay Road.  Cattle were excluded from the picnic area
by a cattle grid and a timber post and rail fence.  Low timber barriers were installed to prevent vehicle
access into the barbecue area itself.  An additional barbecue was installed, bringing the number of
barbecues in the picnic area to three.  Hardwood picnic tables and rustic timber bench seats were also
provided.  A variety of native trees and shrubs were planted within the picnic area and along the south-
western side of the access road and picnic area so as to not obscure the views of the cliffs, beach and
ocean to the north-west and west.  Additional plantings may be needed to screen the small toilet block
and tank.

Pedestrian and emergency vehicle access to the beach is by a winding unsealed track that traverses part of
the reserve.  The track was initially constructed as part of the work to establish the cable station in 1902.
The track has been cut into the side of the steep slope resulting in some embankment instability,
especially on the uphill side of the track.  Major stabilisation work has been carried out by the
communications company at various times, although some significantly eroded and unstable areas caused
by track construction within the reserve have not yet been properly addressed.  Embankment collapse
frequently occurs, requiring regular clearing of the track by machine.

1.4.3 Habitat Rehabilitation and Development
Moderately weed free coastal forest and other native habitats remain in almost half of the reserve.  If not
controlled, weed infestation can be expected to slowly increase.  A number of significant native and
endemic plant species occur in the reserve and appropriate habitat protection and improvement programs
are essential to enhance their chances of survival.

Re-establishing native plant communities, including flax fields, on the steep slopes in the northern half of
the reserve will help to stabilise areas that are actively eroding and eventually replace the introduced
Kikuyu and Buffalo grasses that now dominate.

For a number of years, cattle have been excluded from the cliff slopes in the northern half of the reserve
and were also excluded from the southern part in December 2000 when the picnic area was fenced off.  It
is expected that populations of native plants, including rare endemics such as the Shade Tree and Norfolk
Island Euphorbia, will now increase in the reserve, as occurred after cattle were excluded from Bumbora
Reserve.

1.4.4 Breeding Seabird Habitat
Seabird nesting habitat along the cliff edge, particularly for White Terns and possibly Black Noddies, has
been reduced by the removal of native forest over the past 200 years.  Replacement of coastal forest cover
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with rank dense swards of Kikuyu is also likely to have reduced the area available to ground-nesting
species such as Ghostbirds.  The dense canopies formed by mature exotic woody weeds such as African
Olive and Hawaiian Holly reduces their suitability for ground or tree nesting seabirds and prevents the
regeneration of native species.

1.4.5 Forestry
The reserve is unsuitable for forestry operations and does not contain any forestry plantations.

1.4.6 Pest Species

1.4.6.1 Weeds
There are significant patches of wind-pruned African Olive and Hawaiian Holly on the exposed seaward
slopes of the reserve where the relatively open vegetation provides opportunities for weed invasion.
Olive, Holly and Porpieh are spread throughout the remnant forest.  Wild Tobacco, Castor Oil Plant,
Lantana and Morning Glory occur mainly on the edge of the native forest remnants or where the canopy
has been disturbed.  Scattered patches of Blackberry occur in a small area of the hillside near the access
track to Anson Bay.

1.4.6.2 Rats
Both the Polynesian Rat and the Black Rat occur in the reserve.  Rats feed on the seed and fruit of a
variety of native and introduced plants and predate a variety of terrestrial fauna, including snails, land
crabs, bird eggs and nestlings.  The post-war extinction of a number of fauna species, most notably birds
and two species of bat (Gould’s Wattled Bat and the Norfolk Island Free-tail Bat), are likely to at least in
part have been the result of predation by rats.

1.4.6.3 Cats
Feral cats are present and breed in the reserve.  Cats mainly feed on vertebrate prey.  Nesting birds, fallen
tern chicks and ground nesting seabirds are particularly vulnerable.

1.4.7 Erosion
There are significant areas of active coastal cliff erosion within the reserve.  Erosion in these areas was
initiated by grazing and track construction.  Considerable works would be required to arrest this erosion,
which, if left uncontrolled, is likely to jeopardise the stability of the access road, picnic area and Anson
Bay Road.
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1.5 Management Objectives
Vision: To conserve and enhance the scenic quality and biodiversity of the reserve for the enjoyment of
current and future generations of Norfolk Islanders and visitors and for the ongoing survival of its flora
and fauna.

1.5.1 Cultural Heritage Conservation
Aim: To maintain the scenic quality and character of the reserve and protect important cultural heritage
values.

Objectives:
� Preserve the landscape elements of Anson Bay Reserve.
� Conserve the historic observation posts and other evidence of World War II use of the reserve.

1.5.2 Natural Heritage Conservation
Aim: To protect remnant vegetation and enhance native habitat and species diversity in the reserve.

Objectives:
� Rehabilitate significant remnant native coastal forest habitat in the southern section of the reserve.
� Protect and enhance coastal cliff vegetation and breeding seabird habitat.
� Stabilise and rehabilitate eroding areas, other than naturally eroding sea cliffs and slopes.
� Eradicate invasive woody weeds in remnant native forest in the reserve.
� Control invasive introduced weeds throughout the reserve.
� Reduce rat and cat populations in the reserve, especially during the seabird breeding season.

1.5.3 Pest Species Management
Aim: To reduce the negative impacts of pest species in the reserve.

Objectives:
� Control invasive introduced weeds throughout the reserve.
� Reduce rat and cat populations in the reserve, especially during the seabird breeding season.

1.5.4 Recreation Management
Aim: To provide for appropriate public recreation and commercial use.

Objectives:
� Maintain safe public pedestrian access through the reserve to Anson Bay Beach.
� Maintain appropriate access through the reserve to Anson Bay Beach for emergency services and

vehicles required for maintaining the telecommunications cable.
� Provide and maintain appropriate picnic facilities and amenities.
� Manage impacts associated with public use of the reserve.
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1.5.5 Education and Interpretation

Aim: To promote knowledge and understanding of Norfolk Island’s cultural and natural history and
issues related to conserving and managing Anson Bay Reserve.

Objectives:
� Define and develop interpretation/education resource material specific to the reserve.
� Encourage scientific and educational activities in the reserve that contribute to the community’s

understanding of and public support for environment conservation and management.
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1.6 Management Strategies and Actions

1.6.1 Cultural Heritage Management
Coastal scenery is the reserve’s major cultural attribute.  Maintaining and enhancing this landscape
element will be an important component in planting designs and vegetation management.

The historic World War II observation post will be kept clear of woody weeds and vegetation to prevent
mechanical damage by roots.  A management partnership with the Norfolk Island Returned Services
League (RSL) Memorial Club will be investigated, together with preservation techniques and
interpretation strategies.

1.6.2 Natural Heritage Management

1.6.2.1 Habitat Rehabilitation
The success of native habitat conservation depends on effective management programs that control or
eradicate weeds, vertebrate pests and pathogens, restore damaged areas through rehabilitation planting,
and minimise or control human impacts, such as fire, grazing and trampling.

The primary habitat conservation priority will be to rehabilitate the remnant native forest in the south of
the reserve, especially that part of the forest that still contains a diverse community of native species
including Shade Tree and Norfolk Island Euphorbia.

Coastal cliff vegetation, which provides breeding habitat for seabirds, will be enhanced by the selective
removal of exotic species to promote the establishment of native species, in particular Native Flax.

Weeds on the slopes near the beach access track will be progressively removed and selected native
species (particularly Norfolk Island Pine, White Oak, Norfolk Island Hibiscus, Native Flax and Moo-oo)
will be planted in suitable areas.

1.6.2.1.1 Rehabilitation Planting
Restoration of native forest habitat through natural regeneration will be enhanced by the removal of
competitive weed species.  Where necessary, appropriate native species will be planted to increase the
density and diversity of the native forest.  Seed will be spread by hand to enhance the natural regeneration
of flax and other colonising native flora on the cliffs.

To ensure that the mature native trees along the cliff top west of Anson Bay Road are replaced, a small
number of Norfolk Island Pines and White Oaks will be planted within protective cattle-proof enclosures
(such as timber pallets) in an informal, scattered pattern.

Where possible, native seedlings used in rehabilitation will be propagated from plants growing in the
reserve.

1.6.2.2 Significant Species
The endangered Shade Tree and Norfolk Island Euphorbia in the reserve will be regularly monitored.
Management will focus on extending and maintaining native habitat through the selective removal of
invasive weeds.  A rat control program designed to significantly reduce damage to Shade Tree and
Euphorbia seeds and seedlings will be implemented.

Although other vulnerable or endangered species of flora or fauna may occur in the reserve, it is too small
to justify the development of specific management programs.  Their survival will be maximised by
improving native habitat diversity and by controlling weeds and vertebrate pests.
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1.6.2.3 Erosion Control
Eroded areas other than naturally eroding cliffs and slopes will be stabilised by:

� appropriately managing surface run-off;

� filling and shaping gully erosion where appropriate; and

� promoting native vegetation cover through planting and weed control programs.

1.6.3 Pest Species Management

1.6.3.1 Weed Control
Invasive weeds (such as Kikuyu, Ipomoea, Lantana, Blackberry, African Olive, Porpieh and Hawaiian
Holly) in the reserve will be removed by hand clearing.  Herbicides will be used when other weed control
methods are impractical or in sensitive areas where disturbance would have significant undesirable
impacts on soil stability or upon native species.

Removing large woody weeds from steep eroded slopes and cliff faces is difficult and likely to exacerbate
erosion and expose nearby native plants.  Selective control techniques such as basal-bark spraying will be
trialed to control weeds on steep slopes and cliffs.

The beach access track and the fenced picnic area will be maintained by slashing, mowing and whipper-
snipping.  Cattle grazing will continue to maintain the grass in the unfenced area along Anson Bay Road.

The long-term weed control strategy in the reserve will be based on:

� maintaining a healthy native forest cover;

� removing young weeds by hand;

� mulching or weed matting in some areas;

� intensively controlling weeds in tree fall clearings and supplementary planting of native species
as necessary;

� appropriate herbicides and minimum disturbance techniques; and

� mechanised weed control in public areas.

1.6.3.2 Rat Control
A seasonal rat baiting program will be designed to target areas with vulnerable flora and fauna,
particularly Shade Tree when fruiting and breeding seabird colonies to reduce predation on eggs and
chicks.

Rat baiting should also reduce predation pressure on other native birds that may occur in the reserve, such
as the Norfolk Island Green Parrot, Boobook Owl, Scarlet Robin, Golden Whistler, Fantail and Long-
billed White-eye.

1.6.3.3 Cat Control
Live trapping will be used to control cats in the reserve, particularly during bird breeding seasons.

1.6.3.4 Fungus Control
In a diverse, healthy native forest, Phellinus noxius may occur as a natural part of the forest ecosystem
and is not likely to cause undue damage to the forest.  Over the past decade, several mature pines in the
picnic area in the reserve have been removed after dying from P. noxius infection.  The remaining mature
pines in the picnic area and close to Anson Bay Road are not presently exhibiting visible root rot
symptoms.
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The incidence and effect of P. noxius in the reserve will be monitored and minimised by enhancing forest
diversity and minimising disturbance and damage to tree butts and roots.

1.6.4 Recreation Management
Anson Bay Reserve is an important public recreation area.  Increased use has been provided for by
renewing and increasing picnic facilities, separating vehicle access areas from picnic areas and sealing the
picnic area access road.

Native trees and shrubs have been planted beside the picnic area access road and near the public toilet.
The rehabilitation of the nearby remnant forest will enable the development of a walking track that would
provide an opportunity for visitors to enjoy the natural forest environment.

1.6.4.1 Access to Beach
Adequate pedestrian access to Anson Bay Beach is currently provided through the reserve via a regularly
slashed grass track that also provides access for emergency vehicles.  The Norfolk Island Parks and
Forestry Service will continue to maintain this track to its present standard.  Some sections of the track
are subject to erosion from water channelling from Anson Bay Road and require erosion control works.
Occasionally, large pieces of rock fall onto or across the track from the columnar basalt formation above.
This section of the track will be closed to pedestrians and the existing alternative pedestrian track will be
upgraded.  In most cases, emergency vehicles and cable maintenance vehicles would not need to use this
section of track but will be able to do so if necessary.

A number of informal tracks that act as ‘short cuts’ between the hairpin bends in the track are used by
many body boarders and surfers.  These tracks can become slippery when wet, but are not significantly
eroded and are in moderate condition.  They are not marked and their use by older persons and visitors to
the island is not encouraged.

1.6.4.2 Cliff Top Tracks
A number of dirt vehicle tracks that formed on the flat cliff top to the west of Anson Bay Road have been
closed and timber vehicle control barriers erected to define a parking area.  A wire fence on the slope
below the cliff top provides an effective pedestrian barrier.  The parking area will be monitored and the
wire fence maintained in good condition.  The parking area will be closed if tree roots become exposed
and damaged, or if the surface becomes difficult to maintain.  An alternative is to provide parallel parking
along the western side of Anson Bay Road.

1.6.4.3 Picnic and BBQ Facilities
Sealing the picnic area access road has arrested erosion and significantly reduced maintenance.  The road
is no longer dusty in dry weather or muddy in wet, providing safe access at all times.  The picnic area car
park is unsealed.  This parking area becomes muddy and rutted in wet weather and dusty in dry.  This car
park will be sealed.

The picnic tables, bench seats and three barbecues in the picnic area are adequate for present levels of
recreational use.  The number and location of picnic and barbecue facilities will be reviewed periodically
by the Conservator of Public Reserves.

The view from the picnic area of Anson Bay Beach and shoreline is one of the Island’s most popular
coastal vistas.  A timber seat7 has been erected to take advantage of this view.  There is no barrier
between the picnic area and the cliff slope, which is steep and severely eroded.  A wire barrier fence will
be erected on the slope below the northwestern edge of the picnic area.  The slope will then be planted
with Native Flax.

                                                     
7 Memorial to Michael Hickey.
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1.6.4.4 Public Toilets
A public toilet facility is provided.  This facility is in good condition and is adequate for current use.  It
will be screened by suitable landscaping.

1.6.4.5 Rubbish
The number, type and location of rubbish bins in the reserve will be reviewed periodically by the
Conservator of Public Reserves.

1.6.4.6 Camping
Different places on the island, including the area that is now the Anson Bay Reserve picnic area, have
been used for occasional camping by Norfolk Island people.  The small size of the picnic area and its
increased use by both locals and visitors preclude its use for camping.

1.6.4.7 Commercial Activities
The Anson Bay Reserve picnic area is small and is favoured by Norfolk Island people as a quiet location
for family or group barbecues and picnics.

The picnic area has also been used by some commercial tour operators to provide picnic breakfasts,
lunches and fish fries for groups of visitors.  The picnic area is small and the issue of Norfolk Island
people being intruded upon when a commercial tour operator brings visitors to the picnic area has been
raised.

There are ample opportunities for providing picnic breakfasts, lunches and fish fries to groups of visitors
in other reserves, without impinging to a significant degree on the use and enjoyment of the reserve by
other people.

The Anson Bay Reserve picnic area will be primarily for the use and enjoyment of the people of Norfolk
Island and for visitors that are not part of an organised tour group.  Organised tours that use the picnic
area for sightseeing, interpretation, walks or morning or afternoon teas will continue to be permitted,
however the picnic area will not be used by commercial tour operators to provide picnic breakfasts,
lunches and fish fries to groups of visitors.

1.6.5 Education and Interpretation
The reserve provides opportunities for the public to observe native flora and fauna, including breeding
White Terns and Ghostbirds, and a variety of natural processes, including geological formations, coastal
erosion, adaptation and survival by coastal cliff plants in harsh exposed conditions.

1.6.5.1 Interpretation Strategy
An Interpretation Strategy and interpretive material for Anson Bay Reserve will be developed as
resources become available.  The principal interpretation and education themes in the reserve will be:

� natural habitats;

� conservation, land management and the environment;

� impacts of human activity and sustainable resource use; and

� cultural heritage: international communications; WWII observation post.

Community involvement in the development and delivery of the Interpretation Strategy is encouraged.
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1.6.5.2 Signs
Signs will be designed and erected in appropriate locations to provide visitors with information about
significant natural and cultural features of the reserve if required by the Interpretation Strategy.  These
may include safety warnings, location and direction signs.

1.6.5.3 School Visits
The Norfolk Island Parks and Forestry Service will encourage, and where possible assist with,
appropriate school visits to the reserve that are designed to provide an understanding of Norfolk’s natural
and cultural heritage and aimed to encourage students to participate in environmental protection, research
and rehabilitation.

1.6.5.4 Walking Tours
The Norfolk Island Parks and Forestry Service will encourage, and where possible assist with,
appropriate walking tours in the reserve that are designed to provide visitors with an understanding of
Norfolk’s natural and cultural heritage.

1.6.5.5 Community Group
A community interest group will be encouraged to assist in the development and implementation of
management programs in Anson Bay Reserve.

1.7 Research and Monitoring
The Conservator of Public Reserves will develop a strategy for conducting research and monitoring the
effectiveness of management programs in the reserve.  Photopoints will be established in significant
areas.  A photographic record will be kept of all stages of project implementation.  Where practical,
alternative techniques will be trialed to assess management strategies and effects.
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1.8 Controlled Activities
This Section shall be read in conjunction with Section 11 of the Plan of Management (Part A) and the
Public Reserves Act 1997.

Section 11 of the Plan of Management (Part A):

� approves specific controlled activities, with respect to all public reserves;

� provides general guidelines in respect of granting approvals and permits for controlled
activities, with respect to all public reserves;

� specifies activities8 in accordance with section 47(2) of the Public Reserves Act 1997 that
shall not be undertaken in any public reserve without a permit; and

� provides general guidelines in respect of granting permits for activities specified in
accordance with section 47(2) of the Act.

This section of the Plan of Management (Part B) specifies controlled activities in accordance with Section
47 of the Public Reserves Act 1997 in relation to the use of Anson Bay Reserve.

1.8.1 Camping
Camping shall not be permitted in Anson Bay Reserve.

1.8.2 Commercial Activities
No person shall provide picnic breakfasts, lunches, dinners, ‘fish fries’ or the like in the reserve on a
commercial basis.

The Conservator of Public Reserves shall not issue permits that result in there being more than two buses
in the picnic area part of the reserve at any one time.

“Commercial” has the same meaning as “commercial activity” in section 46 of the Public Reserves Act
1997.

1.8.3 Vehicles
Private and commercial motor vehicles other than plant and equipment may be driven and temporarily
parked on the picnic area access track, the picnic area parking area and the cliff top vehicle parking area,
as defined by timber vehicle control barriers.

                                                     
8  The activities specified are additional to the Controlled Activities prescribed in Part V of the Public Reserves Act
1997.


